
presents...

TURKEY SHOOT
BOWLING
& TOYS FOR TOTS

• Wednesday, Nov. 5                   
• Check-in: 11:00 am
• Bowling: 12:00 pm

• Sempeck’s Bowling                 
• 20902 Cumberland Dr.
• Elkhorn, NE 68022

• $25/Person or $250/Team of 10 
(Includes Italian buffet and

• 2 games with shoes)
• $15 Spectator lunch only

Bring new, unwrapped toys or cash donations for Toys for Tots
Bowl 3 strikes in a row, you’ll be entered to win a free turkey!
Awards & Networking following bowling, chips & salsa provided
Register early before lanes fill up! Only 40 lanes available.

Attention REALTORS® & Affiliates ONLY

Omaha Area Board of REALTORS® October 2014www.OmahaREALTORS.com

129th OABR Inaugural
The 129th Annual OABR Inaugural was held on Thursday, 
September 11 at Champions Run Golf Course. Festivities 
began at 5:30 pm with social hour and hor d’oeuvres, 
including fresh fruit, cheese, shrimp cocktail, and more. 

The ceremony kicked-off the new leadership term for 2015 
OABR President, Mark Wehner, and 2015 OABR and MLS 
Officers and Directors. Mark Wehner II presided as Master 
of Ceremonies and Kristen Wehner Jacobsen conducted 
the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance. Mike Riedmann, 
2002 NRA President, and 1998 OABR President, officiated 
the installation of Officers and Directors. 

The 2015 OABR Officers and Directors installed were 
Andy Alloway, President-Elect; Monica Lang, Secretary/
Treasurer; Megan Bengtson, Nancy Bierman, 

Continued on Pages 4 & 5

New Member Orientation
Tuesday, Oct. 7; 8:30 am - 4:00 pm
Wednesday, Oct. 8; 8:30 am - 4:00 pm
Thursday, Oct. 9; 8:30 am - 12:30 pm

WCR Business Resource Luncheon
Thursday, Oct. 9; 11:15 am - 1:00 pm

Governmental Affairs Committee
Wednesday, Oct. 15; 10:00 am

Knowledge is Power: 
Underwriting...The Good, The Bad, & The Ugly
Thursday, Oct. 16; 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

OPPD Accredited Class: 
Building Science Behind High Performance Homes
Thursday, Oct. 30; 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

FOCUSOMAHA
AREA BOARD OF

REALTORS®

 UPCOMING EVENTS
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Mark Wehner
2015 President

Well, it’s official! Now that inauguration is over, its time to 
get to work! I believe everyone in attendance had a great 
time. Congratulations to the all award winners, especially 
our outgoing and incoming Officers and Directors. Fun, 
humor, and fellowship was the tone for the evening. My 
goal is to continue that feeling throughout this next year!

You will find my focus over the next year on “getting 
better!” Simply stated, to get better at your day-to-day 
business building activities and better as a positive 
influence in our collective communities.   

In my book, “1440-Empowering Entrepreneurs Every 
Minute of the Day”, REEfact 212 quotes, “Entrepreneurs 
know that it is the knowledge they gain after they think they 
know it all that makes all the difference.” I have watched so 
many REALTORS® rise to a level of success, plateau and 
never reach their full potential. 

They have a few successful years and stop growing, even slide back. Why? 
Typically because they stop learning. Do you know exactly how to double 
your income? Do you know exactly how to take the necessary steps, find the 
necessary resources, and find the time to take these steps and tap these 
resources? If not, then take heed over the next months as I layout both the steps 
and the resources of our REALTOR® Association that can help you reach your 
full potential. From local, state and national educational and coaching venues, 
to unmatched networking opportunities, as we interact professionally, and at the 
same time serve our communities. Your REALTOR® Association is always here to 
help you “get better”!  

Everyone has had a “best year ever.” My goal, and the goal of our REALTOR® 

Association, is for you to have your “best year yet in 2015!”

If you would like a free copy of “1440-Empowering Entrepreneurs Every Minute 
of the Day,” in an e-book format visit www.reesultscoaching.com. As a real estate 
entrepreneur, please enjoy the book and strive to get better everyday.

Working to get better,

Mark Wehner

Omaha Area Board of REALTORS® 
11830 Nicholas Street 
Omaha, NE 68154 
402-619-5555 tel
402-619-5559 fax
www.OmahaREALTORS.com
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2015 Board of Directors

President
Mark Wehner

President Elect
Andy Alloway

Secretary/Treasurer
Monica Lang

Directors
Megan Bengtson
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Doug Dohse
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Herb Freeman
Lindsey Krenk
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Lori Bonnstetter
John Bredemeyer
Deda Myhre
Jessica Sawyer

Great Plains REALTORS® MLS
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Chairman
John Bredemeyer
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Vince Leisey
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Andy Alloway
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Susan Clark
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Mark Wehner

Association Staff
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Doug Rotthaus

Programs Director
Donna Shipley
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The views and opinions expressed in REALTOR® Focus are not 
necessarily those of the Board of Directors of the Omaha Area 
Board of REALTORS® or Great Plains REALTORS® MLS.  All rights 
reserved, ©2014. Original material may be reproduced with 
proper credit.
The Omaha Area Board of REALTORS® is pledged to the 
achievement of equal housing opportunity  
throughout the community. The Board  
encourages and supports a marketplace  
in which there are no barriers to obtaining  
housing because of race, color, national origin,  
religion, sex, handicap, or familial status.  

•	� Turkey Shoot Bowling & Toys for Tots
	 Thursday, November 5; 11:00 am @ Sempeck’s Bowling 

•	� Knowledge is Power: Everything You Say Can Be Used Against You
	 Thursday, November 20; 10:00 am - 12:00 pm @ OABR Education Room

•	� OPPD Accredited Class: Building Science Behind High Performance 
Homes (Home Energy Rating Systems)

	 Thursday, November 21; 7:30 am - 12:00 pm @ OABR Education Room

November Events
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presents...

TURKEY SHOOT
BOWLING
& TOYS FOR TOTS

Team of Ten: Bowling at Sempeck’s Bowling & Entertainment
Name ___________________________________________ Company _______________________________________
Name ___________________________________________ Company _______________________________________
Name ___________________________________________ Company _______________________________________
Name ___________________________________________ Company _______________________________________
Name ___________________________________________ Company _______________________________________
Name ___________________________________________ Company _______________________________________
Name ___________________________________________ Company _______________________________________
Name ___________________________________________ Company _______________________________________
Name ___________________________________________ Company _______________________________________
Name ___________________________________________ Company _______________________________________
Team Captain’s Email ________________________________________ Phone ________________________________
[ ] Spectator Lunch Only ($15.00)
[ ] Check payable to: OABR Affiliates, 11830 Nicholas St, Omaha, N3 68154, ATTN: Debbie
[ ] Credit Card - VISA, MC, DISC, AmX _______ - _______ - _______ Exp. _____________
Billing Address ___________________________ City _____________________ State ________ Zip _______________
Signature ________________________________________________________ Date ___________________________

• Wednesday, Nov. 5                   
• Check-in: 11:00 am
• Bowling: 12:00 pm

• Sempeck’s Bowling                 
• 20902 Cumberland Dr.
• Elkhorn, NE 68022

• $25/Person or $250/Team of 10 
(Includes Italian buffet and

• 2 games with shoes)
• $15 Spectator lunch only

Bring new, unwrapped toys or cash donations for Toys for Tots
Bowl 3 strikes in a row, you’ll be entered to win a free turkey!
Awards & Networking following bowling, chips & salsa provided
Register early before lanes fill up! Only 40 lanes available.
This event is for REALTOR® & Affiliate members only!

Attention REALTORS® & Affiliates ONLY
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Doug Dohse, Bryan Fraser, Herb Freeman, Lindsey 
Krenk, and Mark Leaders. Directors; Lori Bonnstetter 
(Affiliates), John Bredemeyer (GPRMLS), Deda Myhre 
(Past President), and Jessica Sawyer (WCR), Ex-officio 
Directors.

The 2015 MLS Officers and Directors installed were John 
Bredemeyer, Chair; Henry Kammandel Jr., Vice-Chair; 
Vince Leisey, Secretary/Treasurer; Andy Alloway, Mark 
Boyer, Susan Clark, Herb Freeman, and Lisa Ritter, 
Directors.

Of the special awards that were given, the 2014 
REALTOR®-of-the-Year Award went to Lisa Ritter. Mary 
Sladek was the recipient of the 2014 Outstanding Affiliate 
Award and Doug Dohse was the recipient of the 2014 
Outstanding OABR Service Award. Vince Leisey was 
awarded for his outstanding service to the National 
Association of REALTORS®

The Omaha Area Board of REALTORS® would like to 
thank 2014 President, Deda Myhre, for her hard work 
and dedication to the Board. It has been a great year!

Continued from Page 1

Special Recognition 

Debbie Peterson, 
Membership & 

Accounting Manager
30 Years of Service

to the 
Omaha Area 

Board of
REALTORS®

Mike Riedmann installs Mark Wehner as 2015 President.

Mark Wehner and wife, Therese.

Mark Wehner and family.

Deda Myhre recognizes Mary Sladek for outstanding 
service as an Ex-Officio Member of the Board of Directors.



Mike Riedmann installs Mark Wehner as 2015 President.

Mark Wehner and wife, Therese.

Mark Wehner and family.
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2014 REALTOR®-of-the-Year, Lisa Ritter and family. 2014 Outstanding Affiliate Award recipient, Mary Sladek, 
with 2013 recipient, Wendy Walker.

Outstanding OABR Service Award recipient,  Doug Dohse,
with 2013 recipient, Rob Wiebusch.

RPAC Sterling “R” Contributors (See Page 10).

Installation of 2015 OABR and MLS Leadership.
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Something that Radon 
professionals are coming 
across more and more 
often in conjunction with 
Real Estate transactions is 
Radon Test tampering. This 
includes not only tampering 
with the Radon testing 
machine but also with the 
radon testing conditions.  
This type of tampering 
is typically done with the 
intention to disguise high 
radon levels. Radon Test tampering occurs when 
an unscrupulous home owner or REALTOR® wants 
to ensure that a radon test result comes back below 
4.0 pCi/L (the EPA recommended action level) in an 
effort to prevent them from having to pay for a radon 
mitigation system or the possibility that the buyer may 
walk away from the transaction if the levels are high.

Buyer’s Want Accurate Radon Test Results
Buyers, on the other hand, want the most accurate 
results available.  Because Radon is the leading cause 
of Lung Cancer in non-smokers and the second-
leading cause of lung cancer, overall, resulting in 
an estimated 21,000 lung cancer deaths in the U.S. 
each year, they want to know if the home they are 
about to purchase has levels of radon that need to be 
addressed. They may plan on using the basement as 
a kid’s playroom, home office, or bedroom. Having 
accurate test results helps the new homeowner 
address the problem with all the factual information 
necessary and it helps keep them and their families 
safe and healthy.

The Potential for Test Interference in Real Estate 
Transactions is Real.  
Homeowners and REALTORS® may think that 
tampering with a radon test is really no big deal but 
opening windows or running ventilation systems 
excessively is not only putting the potential new 
homeowner at risk but it is now opening the door for 
anyone involved in the Real Estate transaction to be 
held liable in a court of law for fraud and negligence.  
They may think they can justify their actions because 
they themselves do not believe that radon is truly a 
threat or they just simply don’t want to have to deal with 
one more concern in the real estate transaction. 

The Potential for Legal Liability is 
Also Real. 
As previously stated, everyone 
involved in the Real Estate 
transaction including: the seller, 
the REALTORS®, the Brokers, the 
Relocation Company, the Corporate Employer, the 
Home Inspector, and the Radon Professional are now 
facing the possibility of being held liable in a court of 
law. 

The Precedent Has Been Set
A couple in Allegheny County, Pennsylvania was 
awarded $30,000 in damages after the Court found 
that the REALTORS® involved in the sale of the home 
had failed to disclose a Radon problem in the home.  
While the couple received less in damages than they 
originally sought, the fact that they were successful on 
the merits demonstrates the very real dangers faced 
by sellers and real estate professionals who fail to take 
radon seriously.
 
The home in the court case was originally tested 
to have a radon level of 29.3 pCi/L (well above the 
recommended action level of 4 pCi/L) during a home 
inspection for prospective buyers. The prospective 
buyers ended up backing out of the deal. 
 
A new purchase contract was written with another 
couple which included another radon test. The second 
test indicated that there was no problem with the radon 
level and the couple went on to purchase the house.  

A few months after closing, the new homeowners 
received a letter in the mail from a radon mitigation 
contractor asking if the homeowners were still 
interested in mitigating, which sent up a red flag 
with the new homeowners. The homeowners then 
purchased their own test kit and discovered radon 
concentrations of 44.3 pCi/L.

In court, the couple claimed that someone had 
tampered with the second test as they prepared to 
close the deal to purchase the home. Suit was filed 
against the three agents, the Real Estate Firm, the 
former owners of the home, and the radon company 
that did the second test. 

Radon Test Tampering & The Real Estate Transaction

Submitted By: Debbie Kalina, Radon Pros, LLC
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The role of the Affiliate Council of the  
Omaha Area Board of REALTORS® is to 
promote business relationships and services to 
REALTOR® members, actively solicit Affiliate 
membership in the OABR and promote ethical 
business practices of Affiliate Members.

AFFILIATE MEMBERS ATTENDING THE  
SEPTEMBER 2014 MEETING:
Lori Bonnstetter (President) – 2-10 Home Buyers Warranty
Brent Rasmussen (President-Elect) – Mortgage Specialists 
LLC
Erin Trescott (Secretary)  – Pulaski Bank Home Lending
Brenda Stuart (Treasurer) – ServiceOne Inc
Michael Anderson – Veterans United Home Loans
Lynette Arrasmith – First National Bank
Dawn Black - ExecuStay
Lou Bozak – Paul Davis Restoration
Lisa Bullerman – Staging Design by Lisa Marie
Mary Byrnes – United Republic Bank
Bob Corsini – Corspect LLC
Kayla Cunningham – JH Willy
Theresa Dein – Franklin American Mortgage Co
Rob Denning – Guild Mortgage Company
Joe Dobrovolny – Equitable Bank
Malanie Doeschot – Ambassador Title Services
Janet Dragon – Heartland Reva Team
June Eads – AmeriSpec Home Inspection Serv
Jan Eggenberg – SureHome Inspection Co
Monica Gartner – First American Title Ins Co
Mary Gorup – Integrity Termite
Jim Holmes – Focus Printing/Mailing
Coquette Jensen – Core Bank Title & Escrow
PK Kopun – Centris Federal Credit Union
Tara Legenza – Redefined Interiors by Tara LLC
Laura Longo – Centris Federal Credit Union
Deb Martin – Great Western Bank
Chip Monahan – Monahan Financial Inc
Sue Owen – Charter Title & Escrow
Michael Peitzmeier – WIN Boys Town
Garry Ruliffson - OPPD
John Seigel – MOPOA
Julie Sherman – United Distributors Inc
Mary Sladek – My Insurance LLC
Ruth Smith – Norm’s Door Service
Meg Tentinger – United Republic Bank
Wendy Walker – Nebraska Title Company
Lisa White – Franklin American Mortgage Co
Dani Zeigler – My Insurance LLC
Todd Zimmerman – Zimmerman Mortgage Corp

www.OABRaffiliates.com
UPCOMING MEETINGS:

• Monday, Oct. 6, 9:00 a.m.
• Monday, Nov. 3, 9:00 a.m.
• Monday, Dec. 1, 9:00 a.m.

All Affiliate members are welcome to attend.

AFFILIATES
a council of the

Omaha Area Board of REALTORS®

The jury ultimately cleared all defendants of tampering 
allegations, however, the defendants were found guilty of 
fraud or negligence for failing to disclose the high levels 
of radon in the home. Even though tampering allegations 
were cleared, the case suggests the sway that these 
allegations can have over a jury. It was noted that it 
appeared the agents involved were “more interested in 
making the sale than disclosing the radon”. 

This is just one example of the precedence that can be 
used by other victims of tampering as a guide in the 
courtroom. 

Proper Radon Testing Conditions include:

Closed House Conditions must be maintained for a 
minimum of 12 hours prior to starting the test, and for the 
duration of the test. This includes:

• Keeping all exterior doors and windows closed
 (except for normal entry and exit).

• Operating the ventilation system (AC/Furnace) normally 
in the Auto mode, not the Fan On/Continuous mode.

• Not running whole house fans or exhaust fans.

• Not using fireplaces during the testing period, and 
keeping flu damper(s) closed (unless this is the primary 
source of heat.)

• Not running ceiling fans or other types of fans in the 
room where the testing is taking place. 

Radon Mitigation System: If the home has a radon 
mitigation system, the system must be running for a 
minimum of 24 hours prior to beginning a test, and for the 
duration of the test. 

Location: The radon testing device should be placed 
in the lowest habitable level of the home (family room, 
bedroom, office), including unfinished basements that 
could be finished in the future. There should be no 
objects within 12 inches of the testing device, and the 
device should not be covered with anything. 

Equitable Bank 
10855 West Dodge Road, Omaha 
402-827-8100  

 

Apply or prequalify for your mortgage 
online 24/7! 

www.equitableonline.com/jdobrovolny Joe Dobrovolny            
V.P. Mortgage Lender 
NMLS #445889 

Member 

FDIC 
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Joseph Nelson
Son of Deborah Nelson

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

Congratulations to our 2014 / 2015
"Future Leaders Scholarship Winners"

AmeriSpec Inspection Services and TNT Termite Services are pleased to announce 
the winners of our $1,500 Future Leaders Scholarship Program for the 2014/15 
school year.  Our program in its fifth year has contributed $22,000 in financial
support for family members of the real estate communities we serve.  As one of your 
true "Partners of  the Community," we believe education is the key to a successful 
future. Our commitment toward education is another way that we will continue to 
differentiate ourselves from other inspection companies.

Allison Gabel
Daughter of Traci Hanel

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

Allison Schmutz
Daughter of Carrie Schmutz

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

TNT
TERMITE
SERVICES

www.amerispecne.com
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Professional
House Doctors, Inc.®

“Your Certified Radon Specialists”

RADON MITIGATION & TESTING
Call Joel Webber
402-493-2580

www.myradoncompany.com

· Free RecallChekTM Report
· Free SewerGardTM Protection
·  We Market for Agents with our Free RecallTrakTM Program

Home Inspections • Radon • Mold

To Schedule an Inspection 24/7 – www.surehome.net

402-616-9250
ASHI Certified

Representing ALL Locations!

402.689.3315
www.MonicaLang.com 

MLang@CelebrityHomesOmaha.com

“Your Celebrity Connection”

Monica
  LANG

Home • Multi-Family • Condos • Rental Properties
Auto • Life • Health • Business

•

•

•

•

Lisa Powell
(402) 614-4633

www.PowellInsuranceAgents.com

New  Construction  Discount! 
New  Roof  Discount! 
Free  Flood  Determinations/Quotes 
Prompt  Professional  Service 
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GOLDEN “R” 
($5,000)
Kammanel, Henry
Leisey, Vince

CRYSTAL “R”
PRESIDENT’S 
CIRCLE ($4,000)
Riedmann, Mike

STERLING “R” 
($1,000+)
Alloway, Andy
Craighead, Joni
Gehrki, Joseph
Jennings, Karen
Matney, David
Rasmussen, Matthew
Ritter, Lisa
Rotthaus, Doug

GOVERNOR’S 
CLUB ($500+) 
Dodge, Nathan
Lichter, Patrick
May, Angela
Moss, Tasha
Rensch, Jeffrey
Wehner, Mark

CAPTIAL CLUB 
($250+) 
Adams, Kathryn
Battiato, Diane
Bresley, Mark
Evans, Donald
Fredrickson, Julie
Hike, Leo
Johnson, Harold
Lang, Monica
Leaders, Mark
Miller, Kathleen
Owens, Megan
Patrick, Jeanne
Sawyer, Jessica
Seybold, Monica
Swanson, William
Valenti, Joseph
Wiebusch, Vaughn

SENATOR’S CLUB 
($150+)
Anderson, Janet
Bengtson, Megan
Chu, Jeffrey
Housley, Dionne
Krenk, Lindsey

Maloy, David
McNally, Loretta
Morrissey, Roger
Poppen, Denise
Rauth, Susan
Rosso, Larry
Shudak, Kathy
TenEyck, Dixie
Turner, Melissa

99 CLUB ($99+)
Ahlvers, Jerry
Ahlvers, Hedy Rae
Anderson, Jill
Bane, Barbara
Bengtson, Darla
Black, William
Blythe, Brent
Burford, Judith
Dohse, Douglas
Eisenmenger, Laura
Fraser, Bryan
Gould, Todd
Hart, Mark
Hoback, Richard
Hopkins, Debra
Kusmierski, Sheila
Lauritsen, Julie
Lind, Donald
Maloney, Margaret
Meyer, Trudy

Momsen, L Scott
Mongar, Brian
Morrison, James
Podoll, Angie
Richardson, Lisa
Richardson, Mark
Riedmann, Coleen
Ritter, Dennis
Smith, Judith
Stevens, Thomas
Sullivan, William
Terry, Robyn
Vogel, Jerry
Watson, Roxanna
Wolf, Mary Rae

50 CLUB ($50+)
Andersen, Tiffany
Beers, Diane
Beers, John
Beers, Matthew
Burkle, Sheryl
Burkle, Ronald
Bussen, Sheri
Cherica, John
Ciochon, Mark
Ciochon-Lichter, Linda
Clark, Susan
Clees, Donald
Cox, Joshua
Craig, Russell
Dennhardt, Teresa
English, Tammy
Ernst, Mary
Erwin, Sandra
Falcone, Shawn
Fuller, Cory
Gibson, Ryan
Giles, Marnie
Hinrichs, Mark
Hodge, Gina
Igo, Donald
Johnson, Diane
Kovar, Vicki
Langford, Rachel
Mack-Modlin, Louella

McGuire, Dennis
Mickeliunas, Kelli
Mikuls, Richard
Nicholson, Andrea
Nicola, Tammy
O’Connor, Timothy
Petersen, Theresa
Reynek, Jody
Richard, Paul
Roth, Paul
Salkin, Michael
Shour, Christine
Smith, Charlotte
Spiecker, F William
Swanson III, William
Tichauer, Fred
Wilke, Marlyn
Zoerb, Karen

FAIR SHARE ($40+)
Aarhus, Stanley
Agosta, Logan
Ahlvers, Raquel
Alberts, Marla
Allen, Kathryn
Althoff, Adam
Altman, Danielle
Amick, Molly
Amos, Steven
Amoura, Jo Anne
Amoura, Medhet
Andersen, Linda
Anderson, David
Anderson, Jeffrey
Andresen, Delten
Andrew, Cynthia
Archer, Crystal
Armstrong, Denise
Armstrong, Stephen
Atkinson, Billie
Aulner, Aaron
Avard, Teri
Bader, Brad
Baker Fletcher, Barbara
Ballue, Lisa
Baratta, Sandra
Barnard, Joanna
Barnett, Paul
Barr, Nancy
Barrera, Oscar
Barrett, Diane
Barsell, Helen
Bartlett, Brenda
Baumert, Gary
Beacom, Michael
Beaton, Christopher
Beck, Michelle

Beck, Sandra
Beck-Conley, Darcy
Bell, Mary Lou
Benson, Brandon
Bereisha, Arthur
Bethel, Kathryn
Betz, Connie
Birnstihl, Jason
Blackman, Catherine
Blackmon, Michael
Blankenau, Mark
Blazina, James
Blinn, Ellen
Block, Jodi
Bloom, Sharon
Bloomquist, Colleen
Blusys, David
Bock, Andrew
Boe, Nancy
Boganowski, Deborah
Boothe, Jonathan
Boothe, Samara
Borato, Mark
Bosse, Carol
Bowne, Connie
Boyd, Clinton
Boyer, Nicholas
Boyle, Mandy
Brant, Angela
Brantley, Wayne
Bratetic, Michelle
Bray, Leria
Briggs, Diane
Brink, Debra
Broders, Carrie
Broesch, John
Brotzki, Michelle
Brown, Austin
Brown, Ethan
Bundy, Tyler
Burke, Timothy
Burney, Charles
Burrows, Robert
Bybee, Miriam
Bybee, William
Cage-Conkling, Deborah
Campbell, Debra
Campbell, William
Caniglia, Cory
Caniglia, John
Caniglia, Kylie
Caniglia, Matthew
Caniglia, Michael
Carlin, Brian
Carlson, Ileane
Carraher, Eric
Cavanaugh, Andrea
Champion, Jackie
Chapman, Mary
Chingren, Cody
Christensen, Kellie
Christian, Carl
Christiansen, Mary
Clark, John

To report inaccuracies, contact Donna at 
402-619-5551 or dshipley@oabr.com.

Join the 2014 RPAC Challenge!
Clark, Amanda
Cleveland, Judith
Cobb, James
Coburn, James
Cody, Robert
Cohen, Alan
Cohen, Anne
Cohen, Arlene
Cohen, Martin
Colburn, Marjorie
Combs, Dale
Concannon, Charles
Conley, Michael
Connell, Michael
Corbett, LeAndra
Corbitt, Matthew
Correa-Cerrillo, Jose Domingo
Coyne, Jill
Creger, Kristi
Crompton, Karl
Cronin, Marisa
Damewood, Nicole
Daugherty, Lynn
David, Julie
Davis, Keisha
De La Vega, Jose
DeBruin, Hanna
Deeb, Van
Deppe, Richard
Detavernier, Brandi
Detavernier, Mitzi
Diamantis, Nicolette
Diamond, Richard
Dobson, Thomas
Dollinger, Leslie
Donaldson, Douglas
Donner, Jennifer
Doocy, Laura
Dougherty, Theresa
Douglas, Jill
Douglas, William
Dubas, Melissa
Dubisar, Karla
Duncan, Jean
Dunn, David
Dunn, Thomas
Dvorak, Julie
Earnest, Emily
Edwards, Jennifer
Egger, Mary
Eggers, Sherri
Ehlers, James
Eisenbarth, Jerome
Elliott, Gina
Elliott, Sallie
Ellis, Debra
Ellis, Ryan
Epperson, Lisa
Erb, Jeffrey
Evans, David
Evans, Dianne
Evans, Michael
Evans, Ronda
Evans, Rose
Evers, Justin
Evers, Steven
Fagin, Abigail
Fairbairn, Kyle
Fairfield, Deanne
Falcone, Juanda
Falcone, Sarah
Faubion, Ernest
Faulkner, David
Faulkner, Janice
Favara, Ronald
Ferrante, Shelly
Fickenscher, Ingrid
Fike, Joann
Flannery, Rachel
Flynn, Kathleen
Forehead, Cynthia
Fosmer, Katrina
Francis, Pamela
Franks, James
Fredrickson, Walter
Friend, Jacqueline
Fries, Karen

CONTRIBUTION GOAL

9-30-14
$100,000

$72,724
9-15-14



Frill, Marlene
Frohm, Scott
Frost, Ginny
Gach, Shannon
Gammell, Charlotte
Gehrman, Kim
Gell, John
Gernhart, Gary
Gibb, Richard
Gish, Rosalia
Gold, Julie
Golda, Tracy
Goldrick, Janet
Gomez, Justin
Greco, Melissa
Gregor, Patricia
Griffey-Cobb, Lorrie
Griffin, Betty
Grimes, William
Grimes, Charles
Grimes, Kathryn
Grimshaw, Dawn
Grove, Kyle
Gunderson, Elizabeth
Gustafson, Debra
Haeg, Jennifer
Hale, Roger
Hammon, John
Hancock, Susan
Hanel, Traci
Haney, Brett
Hankins, Scott
Hatfield, Kelly
Hays, David
Head, David
Heavican, Kristina
Heenan, Jessica
Heger, Pamela
Helligso, Thomas
Helligso Blaschko, Trisha
Hennigan, Dianne
Herbolsheimer, Chad
Hill, Dustin
Hinkle, Marcia
Hirsch, Renee
Hirschman, Bill
Hiser, Samantha
Hoffert, April
Hollendieck, Russ
Hollingsworth, Lindsay
Hopkins, Mark
Horn, Aaron
Horstman, Raymond
Hosking, John
Hough, Morgan
Houlihan, Anne
Hourigan, Shelley
Hover, Matthew
Huestis, Peter
Hughes, David
Hughes, David
Hughes, Diane
Hult, Alison
Hurley, Richard
Hybicki, Linda
Ilg, Shawn
Inman, Jacki
Jacobs, Megan
Jacobson, James
James, Kevin
Jenkins, Peter
Jenson, Constance
Johansen, Betty
Johansen, Woodrow
Johnson, Gregory
Jones, Holly
Jones, Todd
Jordan, Karen
Jourdan, Kelly
Jump, Richard
Jungjohann, Craig
Kahnk, JoAnne
Kanne, Ricky
Karloff, Jill
Kasper, Todd
Kaup, Timothy
Kava, John
Keating, JoEllen
Keeton, Valerie
Keeton, Donald
Kelly, Eileen
Kelly, Elizabeth
Kelly, Lisa

Kempf, Terence
Kermeen, Kevin
Kermoade, Virginia
Kermoade, William
Kesick, Carolyn
Kirk, Kelly
Kiser, Keven
Klug, Brett
Knosp, Helen
Knutson, Steven
Kontz, Kelly
Konz, Kellie
Kopera, Gina
Kopp, Mark
Korb, Keka
Korte, Dennis
Korthals, Maurice
Kosiski, Trisha
Kozycz, Paulina
Krambeck, Leon
Krasne, Terri
Krause, Korinne
Kucera, Michael
Kueny, Andrew
Labs, Marsha
LaMantia, Kristin
Lambert, Allison
LaMontia, John
Lampman, Ben
Lapke, Robert
LaPorte, Barbara
Lasher, Debbie
Lasiter, Janice
Lawrence, Scott
Leamen, John
Leathers, Gayla
Leathers, Ted
Leesley, Christy
Leffler, Rhonda
Lehan, Carol
Leisey, Jay
Lewin, Derick
Lewis, Michael
Lipsey, Nicholas
Long, Boyd
Lorimer, Justin
Lorkovic, Bernard
Lubash, Terry
Lube, Elizabeth
Lyon, Kristin
Lyon, Michael
Macaitis, James
Mack, Kathryn
Madej, Sandra
Maher, Cynthia
Mahoney, Jean
Maier, Sarah
Makinster, Cynthia
Mally, Karin
Mandolfo, Samuel
Manhart, Jennifer
Manhart, Peter
Marasco, Ralph
Marquiss, Danette
Marreel, Joel
Marriott, James
Marriott, Marilyn
Marvin, Sharon
Mason, Kimberly
Matney, Kimberly
Matzen, Sheryl
May, Julie
McCann, Beverly
McCart, Kevin
McGargill, Anne
McGill, Craig
McGlynn, Michael
McGowan, John
McGuire, Sally
McGuire, Linda
McLeay, Thomas
Meisinger, Joni
Meyers, Delores
Miller, Shaune
Miller, Sheryl
Mills, George
Mills, Linda
Milroy, Elaine
Mingus, Kellie
Mooberry, Janette
Mooss, Cynthia
Moran, Dennis
Morehead, Eryka

Morgan, P J
Morgan, Jennifer
Morris, Jeanean
Mosby-Brown, Qiana
Mudd, Mary
Mueller, Staci
Murphy, Tammy
Murray, Delores
Muths, Melissa
Neary, Michaela
Nelsen, Russ
Nguyen, Jennie
Nieto, David
Niewohner, Lonny
Nigro, Scott
Noll, Sharron
Novak, Mary
Nowatzke, Betsy
Oberhauser, Erin
O’Connor, Todd
O’Doherty, John
Ogle, Gina
Ogle, Timothy
O’Grady, Donna
Ojeda-Alvarez, Otoniel
Oliver, DeDee
Olsen, Bridget
O’Neal, James
Orsi, Steven
O’Shaughnessy, Terence
Oster, Diane
Osterholm, Sandra
Otis, Marie
Overhue, Robi
Owens, Connie
Pacha, Kaylane
Pache, Diana
Panas, Theodore
Panebianco, Andrew
Patton, John
Pauley-Kelly, Kerri
Paulsen, Tracy
Pawloski, Joseph
Peffer, Walter
Peter, Michael
Petersen, Cassandra
Petersen, David
Peterson, Wallace
Pettid, Michael
Philbin, Kristina
Phillips, Tamarah
Piatt-Wee, Lori
Pierce, Kris
Pogge, Joseph
Pohlad, Julie
Pohlad, Sara
Polinsky, Maria
Polinsky, Steven
Pruess, Jeffrey
Pruess, Joann
Quick, Ted
Quist, Susan
Ragan, Michele
Ramsey, Mark
Rassman, Pamela
Real, Josefina
Reeder Rensch, Mari
Reeve, Cassidee
Reinig, Christina
Renner, Alan
Reynolds, Gregory
Rich, Sharon
Richardson, Marcus
Ridpath, Gerene
Ring, Lyle
Rogers, Michael
Rogers, Dianne
Rogers, Joseph
Rogge, Bradley
Rohan, Thomas
Rooker, David
Rosen, Toni
Ross, Michael
Rouch, Kathryn
Rowe, Gloria
Rowe, Marisa
Rubin, Ronald
Ruckle, Kay
Sabaliauskas, Timothy
Safarik, Duane
Saitta, Douglas
Salvatori, Denise
Sanjurjo, Laura

Savery, Mindy
Scharp, Leigh Anne
Schied, Jennifer
Schizas, Nancy
Schlickbernd, Jeri
Schnack, Marcia
Schraeder, Lisa
Schram, Danielle
Schrieber, Teri
Schuele, Mary
Schultz, Eileen
Schumacher, Traci
Schwarz, Laura
Sellin-Kurtz, Chapin
Sgourakis, Megan
Sharples, Joanne
Shipley, Brenda
Simanek, Patricia
Simmons, Tom
Simons, Gregory
Sleddens, Lisa
Slobotski, Joan
Smith, Susan
Smith, Thomas
Snodgrass, Steven
Speer, Allison
Spence, Daniel
Spurgeon, Lyndel
St James, Jean
Starmer, Heather
Steffes, Todd
Stephens, Donna
Sterba, Fae
Stine, Grant
Streit, Karol
Strong, Alan
Sullivan, Duane
Sundell, Jody
Sutton, Charles
Swanson, Kris
Swanson, Matthew
Swift, Shelly
Swope, Arlene
Tabatabai, Beverly
Tabor, Jerod
Talmon, William
Tartaglia, Julie
Taylor, Scott
Taylor, Vickie
Templeton Coulter, Melinda
Thiel, Angela
Thomas, Dennis
Thomas, Shari Ann
Thompson, William
Thorell, Mike
Tomlin, Ronald
Torczon, Joannie
Torrence, Michele
Troya, Marie
Tsatsos, Ann-Marie
Turco, Kevin
Turco, Renee
Turner, Sandra
Tworek, Laura
Tyrrell, Anthony
Udofia, Michele
Ugland, Sharon
Ulven, Jon
Vacanti, Courtney
Vacek, Judy
Van Housen, Jay
Van Pelt, Mark
Vandeveer, Jeanette
Venteicher, Jeff
Villotta, Jeffrey
Vint, Georgianna
Vogtman, David
Vojchehoske, Paul
Von Gillern, Mary
Vondollen, Linda
Vukov, Joseph
Vukov, Mark
Wadzinski, Paul
Wagner, Margie
Walker, Christine
Walsh, Maureen
Walz, Robert

Ward, Stephen
Watson, Adam
Wear, Robert
Wear, Christopher
Wehner Jacobsen, Kristen
Weisbach, Avi
Wells, Karena
Westerlin, Dixie
Wichman, Connie
Wickstrom, Katherine
Wilder, Daniel
Wilhelm, Charles
Wilhelm, Cheryl
Williams, April
Williams, Jacqueline
Wilson, Brian
Wimmer, Kim
Wirges, Richard
Witkowsky, Sheryl
Workman, Heeran
Wray, Robert
Wulf, Renee
Wylie, Danise
Yeager, Virginia
Yost, Anton
Young, Mary
Zach, Bradley
Zach, Margaret
Zahm, Richard
Zerse, Geraldine
Zych, Brian
Zych, Tracy

STERLING “R” CLUB ($1,000+)
Stuart, Brenda, ServiceOne Inc

GOVERNOR’S CLUB ($500+)
Kalina, Debbie, Radon Pros LLC
Katt, Peter, Charter Title & Escrow
Sandiland, Becky, First National Bank of Omaha
Sutko, Tom, AmeriSpec Home Inspection Service

CAPITOL CLUB ($250+)
Chadd, Vicki, First Mortgage Corp

SENATOR’S CLUB ($150+)
Casey, Cherie, The Home Buyers Protection Co
Sladek, Mary, My Insurance LLC
Zimmerman, Todd, Zimmerman Mortgage Corp

99 CLUB ($99+)
Bonnstetter, Lori, 2-10 Home Buyers Warranty
Casey, Patrick, The Home Buyers Protection Co
Longo, Laura, Centris Federal Credit Union
Rasmussen, Brent, Mortgage Specialists LLC
Seigel, W John, MOPOA

50 CLUB ($50+)
Dein, Theresa, Franklin American Mortgage Co
Dragon, Janet, Heartland Reva Team
Hebb, Jeff, First American Home Buyers Pro
Kalina, Jeff, Radon Pros LLC
Kopun, Predrag, Centris Federal Credit Union
Mohr, Sue, SAC Federal Credit Union
Peitzmeier, Michael, WIN Home Inspections
Powell, Lisa, Farmers Insurance Powell Ins
Serrano, Cisco, Charter West National Bank
Thorne, Stacy, Franklin American Mortgage Co

SUPPORTERS ($40+)  
Albrecht, Ellen, First American Title Ins Co
Andresen, Robert, Metro Pest Insp Inc
Becker, Mike, Bank of The West
Beighley, Bryan, US Bank Home Mortgage
Beisheim, Chad, Foundation-2-Rooftop
Bower, Brook, Advanced Floor Care
Braun, Carl, Quality Pest Control
Caldwell, Timothy, Integrity Termite
Carlson, Brenda, Pulaski Bank Home Lending
Carter, Bob, Total Home Inspection Co
Clure, Carrie, Ambassador Title Services
Cooley, Liz, Rearranged for Change
Dasenbrock, Alan, Alan Dasenbrock Affiliate
Deseck, Jennifer, Core Bank Title & Escrow
Earl, Bradley, Lien Termite And Pest Control
Earl, Gregory, Lien Termite And Pest Control
Eggenberg, John, SureHome Inspection Co
Fahey, Brian, Missouri River Title
Fisher, Brad, BDB Waterproofing
Foote, Trevor, NuVision Audio and Video LLC
Forest, Randy, Finance 1 LLC
Gorup, Mary, Integrity Termite
Gruhn, Jason, Total Home Inspection Co
Hanke, Matthew, Northwest Bank
Holmes, Jim, Focus Printing
Jacobi, Jon, HealthMarkets Insurance Agency
Jensen, Coquette, Core Bank Title & Escrow
Johnson, Roger, Johnson Services
Kanngieser, Alan, A C K & Assoc Home Inspections
Kelley, Sara, Great Western Bank
Kirchmann, Kraig, Two Men And A Truck
Knust, Mike, Northwest Bank
Kollekowski, Gerald, Lien Termite And Pest Control
Krof, Tim, Home Standards Inspection Serv
Meister, Jan, Bank of The West
Mick, Josh, Priority Termite & Pest Contro
Miller, Doug, Miller Home & Bldg Inspections
Monahan, Chip, Monahan Financial Inc
Neese, Thom, Omaha Home Photography
Parker, Kayci, Metro 1st Mortgage
Powell, Regi, Farmers Insurance Powell Ins
Rasmussen, Pam, AAA Bank Nebraska
Richards, Van, Lien Termite And Pest Control
Ross, Ryan, ABC Termite & Pest Control Inc
Schneidewind, Holly, Eagle Mortgage Inc
Sederstrom, Charles, Nebraska Assoc of Mtg Brokers
Sherman, Julie, United Distributors Inc
Smith, Andy, National Property Inspections
Smith, Ruth, Norms Door Service
Staack, Jacob, Rove Pest Control
Steier, Maurice, US Bank Home Mortgage
Swerczek, Danielle, Nebraska Title Company
Thiel, Matthew, DRI Title & Escrow
Vacha, Jon, Home Standards Inspection Serv
Vacha, Steve, Home Standards Inspection Serv
Weeks, Heidi, Centris Federal Credit Union
Wendl, John, Credible Home Inspections
West, Monty, Omaha Pest Control Inc
Wilken, Daryle, National Property Inspections
Williamson, Jeff, Pulaski Bank Home Lending
Windfield, Sherry, Cricket Home Loans
Wingert, Mark, Wells Fargo Home Mortgage

Affiliate Contributors

REALTOR® FOCUS	 11
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The following article is intended to provide pertinent home and building inspection information 
 to the readers.  Your input is welcome by emailing your questions to pat@hbponline.com. 
 

Question: With winter approaching, we want to 
improve the energy efficiency of our home.  What 
areas of a home are the major sources of energy 
loss? 
 
Answer: According to a study conducted by Michi-
gan Technical University, the top 5 areas of a home 
with the most air leaks are: 
1. Floors, ceilings and walls – 31% 
2. Air ducts – 15% 
3. Fireplace – 14% 
4. Plumbing Pipes – 13% 
5. Doors – 11% 

 
The areas of the home compiling the remaining 14% are windows, 
exhaust vents, exhaust fans and electrical outlets. 
Some of the best ways to make a home more energy efficient are to: 

Reduce the air transfer from inside the home to the attic.  Add 
more attic insulation to R-40 or higher, and caulk/seal the 
ceiling penetrations around light fixtures.  

Seal the penetrations around light switches and electrical outlets 
on the exterior walls.   

Insulate any exposed basement walls to R-18, and insulate the 
space between the floor joists at the basement perimeter. 

Seal the joints in all accessible air ducts. 
Install and use a programmable thermostat. 
 

For more energy saving tips  
go to www.oppd.com.  

Go to our website at www.hbponline.com to view a sample  
inspection report, see our specials and order an inspection online. 

MEMBER FDIC

MORTGAGE LENDING REDEFINED
Pinnacle Bank lenders take the hassle out of home buying with online applications, above-and-
beyond service and quick turn times to get your clients low rates and on their way to closing day.

JESSE OSTDIEK
402.697.5960

jesse.ostdiek@pinnbank.com
NMLS ID#: 674936

MICHELLE LAWLESS
402.697.5169

michelle.lawless@pinnbank.com
NMLS ID#: 674906

SCOTT FARMER
402.339.2364

sfarmer@pinnbank.com
NMLS ID#: 674935

13131 W. DODGE ROAD, OMAHA 1200 GOLDEN GATE DRIVE, PAPILLION

ERIC LUNDSTROM
402.339.6415

eric.lundstrom@pinnbank.com
NMLS ID#: 674937

KATHY STEFFEN
402.895.2938

kathy.steffen@pinnbank.com
NMLS ID#: 193012

168TH & HARRISON

T H E  W A Y  B A N K I N G  S H O U L D  B E

MEMBER FDIC

14_POG37_REALTOR_MORTGAGE_AD.indd   1 6/9/14   8:55 AM



NEW REALTORS®

Abbott, Valerie – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Baker, Allura – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Cutsor, Beth – DEEB Realty - 117
Erwin, Thomas – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Hamilton, Ethan – DEEB Realty – Arbor
Haning, Jay – NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc – 204 Dodge
Hedrick, Scott – PJ Morgan Real Estate
Johnson, Curtis – CBSHOME Real Estate - Bellevue
Keith-Yapp, Karen – NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc – Lakeside
Kellar, Cassandra – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Melaccaro, Jessica – Keller Williams Greater Omaha - Giles
Rahaman, Jaclyn – DEEB Realty – 117
Rogers, Rebecca – CBSHOME Real Estate – 159 Dodge
Sparks, Cynthia – CBSHOME Real Estate – Davenport
Upton, Troy – CBSHOME Real Estate – Davenport
Youmans, Ervin – DEEB Realty – 117
Walker, Nicole – NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc - Sarpy

NEW AFFILIATES
Black, Dawn – ExecuStay
Emerick, Mark – Home Warranty Inc
Hudkins-Radke, Julie – Stage It Home Staging & Redesign
Legenza, Tara – Redefined Interiors by Tara LLC
Liscom, Craig – Hunter Home Inspection
Schaffer, Lisa – My Insurance LLC
Schrier, Alan – ARS Pest Management
Steier, John – Bank of the West – 168 Harrison
Tentinger, Meg – United Republic Bank
Woodke, Marty – Staging Homes 360
Zeigler, Dani – My Insurance LLC

REALTOR® CANDIDATES
 
Beardslee, Pam – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Burgett, Nicholas – DEEB Realty – 117
Evert, Gregory – DEEB Realty – 117
Grabow, Casey – Keller Williams Greater Omaha – California
Hansen, Christine – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Herman Sr, Daniel – RE/MAX Results
Huber, Elizabeth – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Jonsson, Jasmin – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Keber, Amanda – DEEB Realty – 117
Mangen, James – Alliance Real Estate LLC
Pierce, Nicholas – DEEB Realty - 117
Prout, William – CBSHOME Real Estate – Davenport
Ramirez, Derek – Vision Casa Real Estate PC
Riss, Thomas – NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc – 35 Dodge
Robinette, Whitney – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Stanton, Tiffany – NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc – 204 Dodge
Sykora, Joseph – DEEB Realty – 117
Thompson, Patricia – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Topp, Brian – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Vigneri, Amanda – NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc – 204 Dodge
Voycheske, Christina – NP Dodge Real Estate Real Estate Sales Inc – 

35 Dodge
Waxberg, Jennifer – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Wells, Mary – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101

AFFILIATE CANDIDATES
Arrasmith, Lynette – First National Bank
Brabec, Jim – Franklin American Mortgage Co

14	 REALTOR® FOCUS

September 2014Membership Report:
Gartner, Monica – First American Title Ins Co
Hall, Richard – RS Inspections
Liston, Nick – Pulaski Bank Home Lending
Luther, Seth – Midlands Home Inspections Inc
Runte, Jen – ServiceOne Inc

MEMBER TRANSFERS
Andersen, Cheri from CBSHOME Real Estate – Bellevue to BHHS 

Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Anson, Kaleen from CBSHOME Real Estate – 159 Dodge to Celebrity 

Homes Inc
Betz, Connie from BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101 

to Keller Williams Greater Omaha - California
Davis, Diane from Heavenly Home Sales to Regency Homes
Herbert, Schonda from NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc – Sarpy to 

DEEB Realty – Sarpy
Hogan, Justin from DEEB Realty – 117 to Berkshire Real Estate 

Company
Huddleston, Vicki from CBSHOME Real Estate – Bellevue to 

CENTURY 21 Century Real Estate
Kapatos, Angelos from BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California 

#101 to Real Estate Associates Inc
Kennedy, Dwayne from Keller Williams Greater Omaha – California to 

CBSHOME Real Estate – Bellevue
Knight, Diana form Regency Homes to NP Dodge Real Estate Sales 

Inc – 129 Dodge
Larsen, Laura from BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101 

to PJ Morgan Real Estate
Lofgren, Lucas from Boulevard Real Estate to Celebrity Homes Inc
Schreiner, Susan from CBSHOME Real Estate – 159 Dodge to NP 

Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc – 204 Dodge
Schwarz, Laura from CBSHOME Real Estate – Davenport to BHHS 

Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Schwarz, Ryan from CBSHOME Real Estate – Davenport to BHHS 

Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Sedlacek, Bryan from Prime Lending to First Mortgage Corp
Weaver, Tracie from NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc – 129 Dodge to 

DEEB Realty - 117
White, Lisa from Franklin American Mortgage Co to Gateway 

Mortgage Group
Zimmerman, Shannon from CBSHOME Real Estate – 159 Dodge	

to BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101

REACTIVATED MEMBERS
Erlandson, Paige – DEEB Realty – 117
Illian, Casey – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Kearney, Justyn – Charleston Homes Realty LLC
Stangl, Julie – NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc - Sarpy

RESIGNATIONS
Albrecht, Ellen – First American Title Insurance Co
Anderson, Jeffrey – NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc - Lakeside
Ash, Andrew – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Bolden, Linda – DEEB Realty – Sarpy
Brammer, David – CENTURY 21 Century Real Estate
Bullington, Joseph – DEEB Realty – 117
Bynum, Geraldine – Realty Center
Conway, Bernie – MarCon Enterprises LLC
Conway, Margaret – MarCon Enterprises LLC
Coker, John – Croker Appraisals
Davis, Dallas – Blackshirts Home Inspection
DeNoyer, Blake – NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc – 204 Dodge
Diederick, Beau – Radon Pros LLC

OMAHA
AREA BOARD OF

REALTORS®

OMAHA
AREA BOARD OF

REALTORS®



REALTOR® FOCUS  	 15

We have been using Focus Printing  
for our printing/production needs for years.   

Not only is their production quality  
top-notch, but their service is truly incredible.

— Shawn McGuire
Celebrity Homes

FOCUS PRINTING
OABR PRINTING & MAILING

www.FocusPrintingOmaha.com
402-619-5570

OABR
	 Aug. 2014	   Aug. 2013
Designated REALTOR®	 206	         210
Des. REALTOR® Secondary	 1	 0
REALTOR®	 2072	 1994
REALTOR®-Secondary	 6	 5
TOTAL	 2285	 2209

Institute Affiliate	 59	 73
Affiliate	 318	 267
Other	 5	 5
TOTAL	 2944	 2828

	 Aug. 2014	 YTD
New REALTOR® Members	 31	 257
Reinstated REALTOR® Members	 5	 46
Resignations	 54	 180

GPRMLS
	 Aug. 2014	 Aug. 2013	
197
Participants (Secondary)	 62	 59
Subscribers (Primary)	 2068	 1984
Subscribers (Secondary)	 177	 176
Exempt	 32	 37
TOTAL	 2536	 2455

MEMBERSHIP STATISTICS

Tuesday, November 4
Wednesday, November 5
Thursday, November 6

SEPTEMBER 2014 SPONSORS
       Marty McGuire - Farm Bureau Financial Services
       Jan Eggenberg - SureHome Inspection Co
       June Eads - AmeriSpec Home Inspection Services
       PK Kopun - Centris Federal Credit Union
OCTOBER 2014 SPONSORS
       Ruth Smith - Norm’s Door Service
       Brenda Stuart - ServiceOne Inc
       Dawn Zaller - Charter West National Bank
       Erin Trescott - Pulaski Bank Home Lending
       Debbie Kalina - Radon Pros LLC

THANKS to all of the New Member Orientation coffee break sponsors!

NEW REALTOR® COMPANY
Harness LLC – 4132 S 36 Ave, Omaha, NE, 68107 OABR/MLS  
        Phone: 402-933-4040  Designated Realtor: Brian Harness
Jason C Hubbard Broker – 2807 S 87 Ave, Omaha, NE, 68124 

OABRMLS Phone: 402-397-1161 Fax: 402-397-1165
	 Designated Realtor: Jason Hubbard
Inland Pacific Management – 5410 S 111 Plz Ste 200, Omaha, NE, 

68137 MLS  Phone: 402-315-4377	 Fax: 402-614-1047
	 Designated Realtor: Angela Rossitto

NOVEMBER ORIENTATION
8:30 am - 4:00 pm
8:30 am - 4:00 pm
8:30 am - 12:30 pm

Donner, Jennifer – DEEB Realty – 117
Dubisar, Karla – CBSHOME Real Estate – 159 Dodge
Evans, Joseph – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Furley, Jennifer – Real Estate Associates Inc
Franks, Teresa – ServiceOne Inc
Friend, Jacqueline – DEEB Realty – 117
Geiger, Courtney – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Giles, Marnie – Alliance Real Estate LLC
Harding, James – DEEB Realty – 117
Hazel, George – Action Management & Leasing Co
Hunter, Lyndi – NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc – 35 Dodge
Jacobs, Jaclyn – PJ Morgan Real Estate
Joiner, Steven – CBSHOME Real Estate – 159 Dodge
Kenney, Bernard – Real Estate Associates Inc
Kolb, Rachel – DEEB Realty – 117
Langdon, Kelli – Charter Title & Escrow
Lipsey, Nick – DEEB Realty – 117
Long, Sharon – Sharon L Long Broker
Maresh, Joseph – CBSHOME Real Estate – 159 Dodge
McIntosh, Robert – NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc – Sarpy
Monahan, Julie – DEEB Realty – 117
Moon, Virginia – Fontenelle Realty Inc
Mudd, Mary – CBSHOME Real Estate – 147
Muller Barbara – Real Estate Associates Inc
Mustard, Kimberly – DEEB Realty – 117
Newton, Carrie – CBSHOME Real Estate – 147
Nilsson, Katherine – DEEB Realty – 117
Onstot, Doris – DEEB Realty – 117
Otten, Kate – Centris Federal Credit Union
Peters Sr, Charles – RESCA
Pullen, William – DEEB Realty – 117
Revoy, Theresa – NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc – 204 Dodge
Roberts, Andrew – RE/MAX Real Estate Group – Giles
Rogers, Nathan, Amoura Productions
Rutter, Leslie – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Sorenson, Robert – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Stafford, Larry – Larry’s Inspection Services
Steinbrink, Matthew – NP Dodge Real Estate Sales Inc – 204 Dodge
Trimble, Anne – CBSHOME Real Estate – 159 Dodge
Turco, Renee – BHHS Ambassador Real Estate – California #101
Wurth, Timothy – Timothy J Wurth Broker

CHANGE OF DESIGNATED REALTOR®

Charleston Homes Realty LLC – Eugene D Graves – (formerly Wayne 
Plowman)

COMPANY ADDRESS/PHONE UPDATES
Handyman Joes – 3706 S 138 St, Omaha, NE, 68144
Inland Pacific Management – 5410 S 111 Plz Ste 200, Omaha, NE,    		
        68137
Thomas E Stevens & Associates – 12229 Rose Ln, Omaha, NE, 68154	       	
        Phone: 402-578-5414

COMPANY NAME CHANGE
Bluffs Inspection Service – (formerly Harrison Home Inspection LLC) 
Corspect LLC – (formerly Accurate Home Inspections)
Digital Perfection – (formerly OBEO)
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The Building Science Behind High Performance Homes – HERS 
Thursday, Oct. 30. Registration at 7:30 a.m., class from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.                                                  
Omaha Area Board of Realtors - 11830 Nicholas Street                    
Space is limited! Please call 402-636-3566 or email dmontez@oppd.com with your  
Nebraska Real Estate License number to pre-register. 

Save the Date: This class will also be held Nov. 21 

Earn 3 FREE Credit Hours!

oppd.com

Elite Termite & 
Pest Control

Formerly Affordable Pest & Termite Control

•  Termite inspections = $70.00 
including 14 month warranty

•  24-hr. turn around for termite work 
including inspections

• Free written estimates

• Over 25 years experience

Free Lifetime Homeowners 
Termite Treatment Warranty

www.elite-termite.com
Main Office (402) 571-Bugz (2849)

Fax (402) 571-2888

What you don‛t know about radon 
can hurt you. And your clients.

Educate yourself, and your clients about radon.

What you don‛t know about radon 
can hurt you. And your clients.

Educate yourself, and your clients about radon.

• Free Consultations
• Radon Testing
• Radon Mitigation

Debbie Kalina
Owner Phone: 402-639-1100

Email: Debbie@OmahaRadon.com
www.OmahaRadon.com

• State Certified
• NEHA Certified
• Competitive Prices

We’re making changes to better serve you.

What you don‛t know about radon 
can hurt you. And your clients.

Educate yourself, and your clients about radon.

What you don‛t know about radon 
can hurt you. And your clients.

Educate yourself, and your clients about radon.

• Free Consultations
• Radon Testing
• Radon Mitigation

Debbie Kalina
Owner Phone: 402-639-1100

Email: Debbie@OmahaRadon.com
www.OmahaRadon.com

• State Certified
• NEHA Certified
• Competitive Prices

We’re making changes to better serve you.
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Get the most from your insurance.
Call My Insurance.

Mary Sladek Agency
3930 South 147th Street; Suite 104
Omaha, NE 68144

(402) 991-6688
www.myinsuranceomaha.com

Mary.Sladek@myinsuranceomaha.com    Danielle@myinsuranceomaha.com   Lisa@myinsuranceomaha.com

®

402-763-6000
8712 West Dodge Road

Omaha, NE 68114

402-905-4100
2625 South 140th Street

Omaha, NE 68144

ACCESSbank.com NMLS #456056Julie Putnam
NMLS #406013  

Deb Benak
NMLS #586892

Melissa Hiers
NMLS #1181574

Marsha Leise
NMLS #1097831

Robin Williams
NMLS #885710

Cara Stoddard
NMLS #1190211

Call or stop by and speak with our team — (402) 905-4100

The Journey To Your Perfect Home Starts With ACCESSbank
From pre-qualifying and purchase, to refinancing, remodeling and new construction, you
can count on our Mortgage team to find the best loan for your client. We offer great
financing options and a wide range of loans including:

• FHA • Construction
• VA • Bridge
• Conventional

Our lending experts will work with you and your client to make the process 
hassle-free — and we’ll keep you informed every step of the way. 

Buy, Build or Refinance

All loans are subject to credit and underwriting approval and 
restrictions and fees may apply.



CONDOLENCES to Steve Wagner of CENTURY 21 
Century Real Estate on the loss of his father.
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Fax: 402-619-5559              
Email: DShipley@OABR.com 
Phone: 402-619-5551 
Mail: 11830 Nicholas St., Omaha, NE  68154. 

Avoid placing wallets, purses, and other 
valuables on the seat of your car. Place 
them out of sight to 
avoid break-ins and car 
jackings. 

Personals Be Safe!

MOBAupdate
 

Don’t miss the Fall Parade of Homes on 
October 11-12 & 15-19. See homes in every price 

range. Whether you are helping a first time buyer or a 
buyer looking to upgrade, there is something for everyone. 

Ready your home for buyers before winter hits. Hopefully you 
already have an entry into this year’s Fall Parade of Homes!

The calendar at www.MOBA.com is constantly being 
updated, so check www.MOBA.com for the latest information. 

Quality construction in attractive and affordable communities is 
important to us because we are your neighbors. We work, play and 
serve in your communities. The Metro Omaha Builders Association 
members are dedicated to preserving integrity and lifestyle through 
high professional standards and sound business practices. 
MOBA.com is well on its way in becoming more user friendly to help 
not only homebuyers find a builder, but also be able to see model 
homes for sale, new communities to live in and even find upcoming 
home related events. Averaging over 138,000 hits per month...
If you have a home or development you would like to have listed, 
contact cassi@moba.com or call the MOBA office at 402-333-2000 for 
more information.

MOBAcalendar
         October
11-12 & 15-19   Fall Parade of Homes

14   Board of Directors Meeting - MOBA office

lower level

22   Membership Luncheon - Anthony’s at 72nd & 
F  - Builder Appreciation! 

FREE lunch to all Builders. Lunch is sponsored by 
Builders Supply, Cox Communications, and the 
Omaha World Herald. This lunch will include the 
year in review, education and issues updates, 
2015 planning and much more.

Details on these events and more....

visit www.MOBA.com

Need to Renew your MOBA membership? 
You can now pay online... 

just click on “Join MOBA”  

Metro Omaha Builders Association

Omaha Events... 

Knowledge is Power: Agent Safety
Omaha Police Officer Angela Echtenkamp taught an Agent 
Safety course to 30 members at the OABR office on Thursday, 
September 18. In light of September being REALTOR® 
Safety month, Echtenkamp educated members on all things 
safety related. Topics included safety at open houses, in 
model homes, showing a property,  and at the office. OABR 
Education Committee member, Angel Starks was responsible 
for making this Agent Safety course possible. Echtenkamp 
would like to remind all REALTORS® to be safe and cautious 
at all times. If you ever feel unsafe during a showing, open 
house, or at the office, dial 9-1-1 for help.

CONGRATULATIONS to Margaret VonTersch of 
CBSHOME who earned the Graduate REALTORS® 
Institute (GR) designation.
Send us your news!
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YPN

Get involved, reach out!

A big, huge thank you to all that 
attended our second annual 
get together at Bushwackers! 
This event gives us another 
great opportunity to give back 
to our community and Project 
Wee Care. This organization 
helps families by providing 
gifts of needed clothing, plus 
food and personal hygiene 
supplies during the holiday 
break. We are actively serving 
on the committee, volunteering 
regularly, and are always 
looking for more help.

This month our advisory board is having an outing at Skinny 
Bones Pumpkin Patch in Blair. We are looking forward to 
some fun networking with our families on a hayrack ride 
and enjoying s’mores around a bonfire.

Our next gathering will be December 5th for the 
REALTOR® Ring Day reception from 4-6pm. Location will 
be announced soon. Keep an eye out in your email for 
an invite to ring for the Salvation Army for the National 
REALTOR® Ring Day. This event is always a ton of fun and 
a way for all of us to give a couple hours of our time back 
to the entire Omaha metro. We hope to see you at the 
reception afterwards!

Our advisory board meets the second Thursday of every 
month from 2-3:00 pm in the OABR board room. We are 
actively growing so don’t be shy. For more information 
on Project Wee Care, any of our exciting events, or to 
get more involved, please reach out to me or any of our 
advisory board members. As a reminder, our events are an 
opportunity for all REALTORS® and Affiliates to network, so 
when you see our YPN logo, come on out. We’d love to see 
your smiling faces! Stay tuned to next month’s FOCUS for 
pictures from the Bushwackers event.

Looking forward to a great year, new faces, networking, 
and fun!

Lindsey Ten Eyck Krenk, 2015 YPN Chair
 

Ericka Heidvogel, CSP
New Home Consultant

Your Celebrity Home Representative

Cell/Text: 402-917-4888

eheidvogel@CelebrityHomesOmaha.com

CelebrityHomesOmaha.com

YOUR BUSINESS
RESOURCE CENTER

WHERE IT ALL COMES TOGETHER
www.wcromaha.com

Trusted Support 
System

Relevant Skills

Professional 
Credibility
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LLC

• Reliable
• Professional
• Reports are printed and
 e-mailed to buyers, sellers
 and agents on-site
• 25 years of knowledge 
and

(402) 699-9666
Bob Corsini
The Professional Home Inspector

Thermal infrared camera
“Go beyond the visual”

Using the latest in technology
Reveal what the eye cannot see

Introducing...New to Omaha

Uniform Residential Purchase Agreement

In September, the MLS Board of Directors approved the use of a new and improved Uniform Residential 
Purchase Agreement which will be available for use by members later this month. Please watch the 
weekly eFlash and the MLS homepage for more details.
 
The new form represents a large investment of time by an MLS work group, plus input was provided by 
company owners and managers. To utilize the new “Uniform” agreement, the body-text of the agreement 
cannot be altered, however broker’s will have the ability to customize the form by adding their preferred 
lenders, title companies, and logo to the form. To clarify, only certain fields on the document are designed 
to be altered, then locked in place at the broker level. So, for example, Broker A will indicate their name on 
the form, plus options for lender, title, attached forms, etc., and will then save that version for use by their 
agents. Broker-participants may, of course, leave those fields blank as well. Each broker will make that 
decision.
 
Please note that any changes made to the body-text of the Uniform Residential Purchase Agreement by a 
member will deem it no longer a Uniform Purchase Agreement and cannot be named as such.
 
Although its use is not mandatory, the Uniform Residential Purchase Agreement will be available for all 
members to use. Future changes to the form will be made and distributed periodically when necessary.

New and improved
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Continuing Education

•  Appraisal Institute 
	 www.ainebraska.org 
	 402-488-5900

•  Larabee School of Real Estate and Insurance
	 www.larabeeschool.com 
	 402-436-3308

•  Moore Appraisal Ed., LLC
	 www.mooreeducation.com 
	 402-770-8605

•  Nebraska REALTORS® Association
	 www.nebraskarealtors.com 
	 402-323-6500

•  Randall School of Real Estate
	 www.randallschool.com 
	 402-333-3004
	 Oct. 8	 Business Brokerage: Who Sells      	
	 0395	 Small Businesses and Why?
		  8:30 am - 11:30 am
	 Oct. 8	 The Home Inspection:  
	 0280	 Assessing Property Condition 
		  1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
	 Oct. 9	 Contract Law 
	 0093R	 8:30 am - 11:30 am
	 Oct. 9	 Residential Landlord/Tenant Act 
	 0068R	 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm
	 Oct. 14	 Trust Accounts
	 0319R	 8:30 am - 11:30 am
	 Oct. 14	 Do’s & Dont’s of Anti Trust & 		
	 0616R	 RESPA		      			 
		  1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

•  Real Estate Resource Institute (Paul Vojchehoske) 
	 www.mrrealestatece.com 
	 402-660-0395

•  REEsults Coaching (Mark Wehner)
	 www.reesultscoaching.com 
	 402-676-0101
•  R. F. Morrissey & Associates (Roger Morrissey) 
	 402-933-9033

Shamrock Waterproofing, Inc.
COMPLETE WATER MANAGEMENT
•  NEW CONSTRUCTION 

PRODUCTS
•  DRAIN & DRI  

WATERPROOFING  
SYSTEMS

•  DRAIN TILE
•  SUMP PUMPS
• LANDSCAPING

•  WALLSEALERS

•  GUTTERS

•  GROUNDWATER

•  FILL DIRT

•  RETAINING WALLS

•  CAULKING

Please Call for Free Estimate

402-556-6900
Residential & Commercial

3522 Lincoln Blvd.
Omaha, NE 68131

Owner Operator

David E. Jeffers
35 Years Experience
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Walt   402.709.1244
WSlobotski@npdodge.com

56th & Cornhusker
* Homes from $200,000 to $300,000
* Close to 72nd St. Shopping
* Omaha Schools - Walkouts

Lots $40,000 to $48,000
NON BUILDER ATTACHED

192nd & Dodge
*  Elkhorn Schools  

West Dodge Station
*  Large Green Spaces  

to the Rear of All Lots
* Walking Trails
* Villas

Lots Priced 
$75,000 to $85,000

Bennington Lake
11807 N. 178th Circle
WOW   $75K   WOW
––– Investment –––

Kennedy Town Center
Can be built as single family  

or duplex $19,950
15 Lots Available

Wood Hurst
Live in a Forest

5414 Potter Plaza
$25,950

Pine Creek Lots
36K to 46K

NON BUILDER ATTACHED

INVESTOR LOTS
5102 A Street 
St. Thomas Moore        $12,000
4714 & 4716 Bernadette
Duplex                             SOLD
6005 & 6007 N. 108th Circle
Duplex/Plans                $30,000
9223-9225 Arcadia
Duplex/Plans                $59,900
2613 & 2615 Aberdeen
Eagle View                     $68,000
322 & 324 Inglewood Circle
Eagle Hills                     $75,000

WILL BUILD TO SUIT

“NON BUILDER ATTACHED”

SOLDSOLD

168th & Cornhusker Road
* 3/4 to 1 Acre Home Sites
* Fewer  Than 15 Lots Remain
* Gretna Public Schools

ALL BUILDERS AND  
BUYERS WELCOME
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•	 Standard of Practice 16-18

REALTORS® shall not use information obtained from 
listing brokers through offers to cooperate made through 
multiple listing services or through other offers of 
cooperation to refer listing brokers’ clients to other brokers 
or to create buyer/tenant relationships with listing brokers’ 
clients, unless such use is authorized by listing brokers. 
(Amended 1/02)

•	 Standard of Practice 16-19

Signs giving notice of property for sale, rent, lease, or 
exchange shall not be placed on property without consent 
of the seller/landlord. (Amended 1/93)

•	 Standard of Practice 16-20

REALTORS®, prior to or after their relationship with their 
current firm is terminated, shall not induce clients of their 
current firm to cancel exclusive contractual agreements 
between the client and that firm. This does not preclude 
REALTORS® (principals) from establishing agreements 
with their associated licensees governing assignability of 
exclusive agreements. (Adopted 1/98, Amended 1/10)

•	 Standard of Practice 16-13

All dealings concerning property exclusively listed, or with 
buyer/tenants who are subject to an exclusive agreement 
shall be carried on with the client’s representative or 
broker, and not with the client, except with the consent 
of the client’s representative or broker or except where 
such dealings are initiated by the client. Before providing 
substantive services (such as writing a purchase offer 
or presenting a CMA) to prospects, REALTORS® shall 
ask prospects whether they are a party to any exclusive 
representation agreement. REALTORS® shall not 
knowingly provide substantive services concerning a 
prospective transaction to prospects who are parties to 
exclusive representation agreements, except with the 
consent of the prospects’ exclusive representatives or at 
the direction of prospects. (Adopted 1/93, Amended 1/04)

•	 Standard of Practice 16-14

REALTORS® are free to enter into contractual relationships 
or to negotiate with sellers/ landlords, buyers/tenants or 
others who are not subject to an exclusive agreement but 
shall not knowingly obligate them to pay more than one 
commission except with their informed consent. (Amended 
1/98)

•	 Standard of Practice 16-15

In cooperative transactions REALTORS® shall compensate 
cooperating REALTORS® (principal brokers) and shall not 
compensate nor offer to compensate, directly or indirectly, 
any of the sales licensees employed by or affiliated with 
other REALTORS® without the prior express knowledge 
and consent of the cooperating broker.

•	 Standard of Practice 16-16

REALTORS®, acting as subagents or buyer/tenant 
representatives or brokers, shall not use the terms of an 
offer to purchase/lease to attempt to modify the listing 
broker’s offer of compensation to subagents or buyer/
tenant representatives or brokers nor make the submission 
of an executed offer to purchase/lease contingent on 
the listing broker’s agreement to modify the offer of 
compensation. (Amended 1/04)

•	 Standard of Practice 16-17

REALTORS®, acting as subagents or as buyer/tenant 
representatives or brokers, shall not attempt to extend a 
listing broker’s offer of cooperation and/or compensation 
to other brokers without the consent of the listing broker. 
(Amended 1/04)

Know The Code

Michael J. McGlynn, CSP, GRI
New Home Consultant

Your Celebrity Home Representative

Cell/Text: 402-660-3359

mmcglynn@CelebrityHomesOmaha.com

CelebrityHomesOmaha.com

Like Us.
Communicate!

           www.facebook.com/OMArealtors.

Duties of REALTORS®
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Jackie Wallis
with NP Dodge — winner of the September Word Search.

Word Search: Win A $50 Gift Certificate!
OABR members locating all the words will be entered in a drawing to win a $50 gift certificate to Focus Printing. Send 
your answers by October 15, to Donna Shipley at DShipley@OABR.com, 402-619-5559 (fax), or mail to 11830 Nicholas 
St., Omaha, NE  68154. The winner will be published in the October FOCUS.

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________

Company: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________________________________________________________

ACORNS
APPLES
BRISK
COATS
CORN
FALL
HARVEST
HAY
HAYRIDE
LEAVES
MIGRATION
ORCHARD
PUMPKINS
RAKE
SCARECROW
SEASON
SQUIRREL
TREES
TURKEY
WIND
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Steve Vacha
PresidentPhone (402) 392-2020

www.HomeInspectorOmaha.com
Twitter.com/HouseInspecting • Facebook.com/HomeStandards

My father was fond of saying that. He 
usually wasn’t talking about the weather.

Our recent weather does fit this saying. Who 
can remember rain like we have been having? 
Homes that have never taken in water have had 
water in their lower levels this summer.

Basements take in water or even flood 
due to numerous reasons. A water line can 
burst, usually it’s a supply line to the washing 
machine. With normal homeowners insurance, 
damage from this kind of leak is covered. 
But, more often it is caused by surface water 
coming in through the walls, windows or 
from a malfunctioning sump pit. For insurance 
companies this is considered flood damage and 
is not covered. Many unhappy homeowners 
find this out at an inopportune time. 

The humble sump pump is a very important 
part of a home’s defense against water. The sump 
pump is located in the sump pit and has a float 
that activates the pump when the water reaches 
a certain level in the pit. Water that makes its 
way to drain tile laid under the basement floor 
drains into this pit. The pump should be tested 
periodically to verify it is working. 

When it Rains, it Pours
The electrical code has recently changed 

and some newer homes are built with GFCI 
protected outlets for the sump pump motors. 
I have spoken to two homeowners that had 
flooded basements this summer, due to GFCI 
outlets tripping off. 

Several weeks ago a homeowner called me 
about this very situation with his 6 month old 
house. After this last recent heavy rain storm 
he found his finished basement carpet soaked 
with water. When he went to check his sump 
pit, he found the GFCI has tripped off during the 
storm and the pump had stopped working. He 
called his builder and was told the problem was 
not due to the house, rather the nonfunctioning 
sump pump, so there was nothing he could do 
for the homeowner.

The soil around his house became saturated 
with water, even the soil below his footings. The 
water then started to percolate up through the 
small cracks in this basement floor, instead of 
draining into the drain tile and sump pit. The 
drain tile was saturated with water and not 
draining properly because the sump pump was 
not working. Water will always take the path of 
least resistance and when the soil is saturated 
that path is usually into our homes.

As mentioned above, his home insurance 
did not cover this damage because it is 
considered flood water. What is a home owner 
to do?

A simple suggestion is to add a water alarm 
to the sump pit. If the pump does not operate 
properly, the alarm will sound to alert the 
homeowner of the problem. 

Another investment I suggest, especially if 
water actively or often drains to the sump pit, is 
to add a back-up system. These systems usually 
include an additional pump in the pit and have 
backup batteries. This system will keep the 
pump running even if the power goes off to the 
house.

Finally, consider speaking with insurance 
companies about a “sump pump failure policy”, 
which they have started writing for this very 
concern. These policies are not that expensive 
compared to the large 
investment many people put 
into their lower levels.

By Steve Vacha 
Home Standards Inspection Services

Click. Learn. Win!
It pays to read the weekly eFlash
OABR Members reading the weekly eFlash can qualify for a chance to win 
a free Supra KeyBox.

It’s simple! Every Wednesday, we keep you up-to-date on what’s going on 
at the Omaha Area Board of REALTORS® and in the eFlash Supra section, 
we provide you with a chance to win a KeyBox.

Stay tuned to our next eFlash to learn how you could win!

Congratulations to the past Supra KeyBox winners!

Clayton Mulford of NP Dodge Jill Karloff of RE/MAX The Producers




