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          February is often known for being a month dedicated to and all about love. But 

February is not only about valentines and sweethearts; it can also be a month for self-love 

and self-care, fostering relationships with family and friends, and loving others. 

          February is named after a Roman purification ritual called Februa, which means to 

cleanse. February is also National Cancer Prevention Month and American Heart Association 

Month. Also, don’t forget Random Acts of Kindness Day, February 17. So, in February, let’s all 

love, cleanse, be healthy, and be kind!

            I hope you’re off to a great start for 2024! Hopefully, you will have time to spend the 

day learning, networking, and helping to improve your business and yourself by joining us at 

REcharge 2024! It’s not too late to sign up for this February 21 event that features three 

fantastic keynote speakers, 12 breakout sessions, food, CE hours, prizes, and happy hour. 

What a great day we have planned for you! Go to REchargeNebraska.com for more.

             Want to get your family out this winter for some fun together? Need a night out with 

friends? How about Lancers Hockey? Members, family, and friends are gathering for Hockey 

Night with the REALTORS® on Saturday, February 24. All-American Dinner at 4:30 p.m. 

Puck drop at 6:05 p.m. See you there!

         Take the Leap with RPAC at the Women’s Council of Realtors Breakfast on February 

29. What a great way to start your day – a full breakfast and the latest on how REALTOR® 

advocacy efforts are using RPAC to help protect our industry and homeownership. Sign up 

at wcromaha.com. 

          Have you put together your goals for 2024? Having goals is an excellent way to focus 

attention on the crucial things. It allows us to envision how we would like things to be. 

Whether you’re setting business or personal goals, they increase your motivation and enable 

you to measure progress. 

         A Dream written down with a date becomes a goal.

         A Goal broken down into steps becomes a plan. 

         A Plan, backed by action, makes your Dreams Come True - Greg Reid.

         Don’t hibernate this winter; significant business can be secured across the Omaha area. 

At OABR we are busy with meaningful committee work, planning for tomorrow, and hosting 

some excellent member events. I would love to see you at an OABR event soon! 
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        A home should be a refuge from the chaos and demands 

of the world, but certain dangers exist at home. In January, the 

OABR Education Center hosted “Is Your Home Hurting You?” 

where experts examined how dangerous a home can be, even 

deadly. 

          LEAD POISON. The City of Omaha Outreach Planner, 

Estefani Pena, discussed the health risks associated with lead. 

Pena was formerly a Lead Program Specialist with the Douglas 

County Health Department. In 1998, her department 

coordinated with the US Environmental Protection Agency 

(EPA) on a massive lead remediation project after it was 

discovered that one-fifth of Omaha children had dangerously 

high levels of lead in their blood, resulting in one of the nation’s 

most significant lead poison cleanup projects. 

        Lead is particularly harmful to children under the age of 7. 

Lead poisoning can cause permanent damage to the brain and 

many other organs, and can cause cognitive impairment and 

behavioral problems, and can also cause abnormal fetal 

development in pregnant women.

         From the early 1870s until 1997, the American Smelting and 

Refining Company operated a lead refinery at 500 Douglas 

Street. Aaron Ferer & Sons, and later Gould Electronics, operated 

a battery recycling plant at 555 Farnam Street for many years. 

Operations at the site resulted in the emission of lead and other 

heavy metals into the atmosphere, contaminating properties 

east of 42nd Street. That 17,300-acre EPA Superfund site 

resulted in lead abatement for over 14,000 Omaha-area 

properties.  

         In addition to the contamination in East Omaha, 

lead-based paint was popular in homes built before 1978 and 

presents a broader health concern and a disclosure 

requirement for the owners. Rare today, but lead water pipes 

are also identified as a source of lead contamination in drinking 

water in old homes. The EPA and CDC warn that you cannot 

see, taste, or smell lead in drinking water. Have the water tested 

if any indication of lead plumbing exists.

OmahaLead.org is an essential tool for researching properties. 

Agents should encourage buyers and sellers to investigate lead 

concerns thoroughly and be sure to use the most recent lead 

disclosure forms. More information is at EPA.gov, HUD.gov, 

GotLead.org, and DouglasCountyHealth.com. Consult with your 

broker on all questions about lead hazards.

HOME DANGERS

Written by Melissa McElroy

LEAD AND OTHER
HOME DANGERS

SMOKE & CARBON MONOXIDE

OTHER Ways your home can hurt you:

MOLD

        General guidelines call for smoke alarms in every 
sleeping room and on every level of a home, including the 
basement, and because smoke rises, detectors should be 
mounted high on the wall or the ceiling. 
        The International Association of Fire Chiefs 
recommends a carbon monoxide detector on every floor, 
including the basement, and near any attached garage. 
Go to www.omaha-fire.org for local information.

Mold thrives in humid, poorly ventilated areas and can be a 
severe health threat. Adequate ventilation, such as 
exhaust fans in the kitchen and bathroom, light exposure, 
and cleaning with white vinegar can help prevent it. Fixing 
any water leaks in a home’s roof or walls is the best step to 
prevent mold from forming. If mold is suspected, it is best 
to have a professional inspection; if necessary, remediate 
the problem immediately. 
More information is at DouglasCountyHealth.com.

RADON
        Nebraska Health and Human Services Department 
identifies radon as a cancer-causing natural radioactive 
gas that is undetectable in your home and may harm your 
health. Radon is identified as the leading cause of lung 
cancer among non-smokers. Nebraska has a high 
incidence of radon in homes. More than half of the home 
air radon tests in the state are above the action level – 
more at DHHS.ne.gov.
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the stimulus to demand is so significant that it outpaces     

building. Some have expressed concern that our current 

inflation measure could underrepresent true inflation. He 

doesn’t believe this, but rather, how we measure inflation can 

misrepresent what is happening in all markets.

        He expounded on the way inflation is measured. “Our main 

inflation measure, the CPI, is a composite measure of a basket 

of goods and services. It’s far from a complete picture of all 

consumer purchases, and prices are very regional. So, if inflation 

is increasing at a 3.4 percent rate, it is quite true that many 

other products consumers buy could be increasing by much 

more than that; and it’s also true that some other product 

prices are falling, or not changing at all. The aggregate index, by 

its very construction, hides such detail.  You know, if you go to 

BLS.gov, you will see that the BLS publishes dozens of inflation 

measures, some with more market-specific detail. Those show 

much larger swings in prices than the overall CPI does.”

        Dr. Decker further explained, “I think some folks see the 

composite number (CPI) and then reflect on their own grocery 

bills or gasoline expenditures, and then conclude that CPI 

underrepresents true inflation. To be fair, that’s not quite true 

though. Where CPI fails? It tries to provide an overall average 

price of sorts, which hides larger swings in the prices of some 

goods, and let’s face it, we as consumers are more inclined to 

notice big price increases for some goods and not register price  

declines for other goods as much. The upshot? We all, including  

     we economists, have to do a  

     better job explaining what these  

     inflation indicators actually mean.”

             Attempting to predict the  

     market is a mixed bag, according  

     to Dr. Decker, because it is driven  

     by human behavior. “I always  

     worry about the fragility of our  

      economy. Things can turn quickly.  

     Why? Well, the economy does not  

     exist in a vacuum. The economy is 

a societal construct and in fact, we are the economy; 70 percent 

of GDP is consumer spending. If the consumer decides that the 

economic situation is bleak, then the consumer will spend less. 

If spending declines enough, then there will be a recession.”

         Dr. Decker discussed how the political climate can also 

affect the economy. “I’m bringing all of this up because we are 

now in a major election year. And during these years, I become 

increasingly worried about the messaging we’ll all be inundated 

with in the next few months. One side of the political aisle will 

OMAHA HOUSING MARKET

2024 AND THE 
FIVE PERCENT
MORTGAGE RATE
Written by Melissa McElroy

CHRISTOPHER DECKER, Ph.D

        Ladies and gentlemen, please make sure your seat backs 

and tray tables are in their full, upright position, and your seat 

belts are securely fastened. We’re circling the runway, preparing 

for a soft landing. 

        The Federal Reserve has been navigating challenges while 

attempting to stick the landing: combating inflation and 

reducing interest rates, all while maintaining a low 

unemployment rate. Turbulence ahead?

        Federal Reserve officials indicated three interest cuts were 

possible in 2024. Some investors believe the Fed will make even 

more aggressive cuts, potentially six in the next year. Given the 

limited housing inventory, particularly for affordable housing, a 

1.5 percent rate drop from the current rate, most believe, would 

significantly impact the local housing market.

        University of Nebraska at Omaha Economics Professor Dr. 

Christopher Decker said rate cuts would likely cause an initial 

surge from buyers waiting on the sidelines for more favorable 

mortgage rates. “Typically, any significant rate cuts by the Fed 

will be in response to recessionary economic conditions.  That 

would imply higher unemployment rates, job losses, and lower 

incomes, none of which bode well for the housing market.” 

        He believes since there is pent-up demand for home 

purchasing, 2024 will be a better year as the market adapts to a 

“new normal” with mortgage rates. He also believes that higher 

demand after rate cuts could push prices up, but it would likely 

be modest. According to Dr. Decker, the major issue with home 

prices is the availability of entry-level homes since that scarcity 

is pushing the overall average home price higher. “I do think 

that if rate cuts do increase prices, you might see continued 

demand for rental properties. That is a whole other dynamic, 

and I think a complicated one.”

        Dr. Decker believes extremely low rates contributed to 

driving prices up in the first place, which is exacerbated when 
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percent will create some more inventory.  Those sellers who 

could not stomach exchanging their 2.5 percent rate for 8 

percent may accept 5 percent, but it won’t create a huge surge 

in inventory. At the end of the day,  

we still have no problem finding buyers willing to buy.”

        John Bredemeyer, an appraiser and President of Realcorp, 

said, “As of today, US News and Zillow indicate that the 

national average on a 30-year loan is between 6.25 and 6.5 

percent.  On a 15-year, it is closer to 5.5 percent.  If the rate 

dropped 1.5 percent, we would be looking at a 30-year around 

5 percent and a 15- at 4 percent.”

        Bredemeyer echoed Vogt’s comments about the 5 

percent target, saying, “I have been discussing this with fellow 

 appraisers, lenders, and real estate brokers.  There seems to be 

a consensus that 5 percent on a 30-year is the golden number.  

It has been difficult to get sellers to leave their 3 percent   

     interest rate loans, so it has  

     resulted in lower inventory.  Most  

     experts agree that although 5  

     percent is not the best rate, it is  

     the rate that sellers will accept if  

     they have to leave their 3 percent  

     loan and buy another home.”  

             Bredemeyer also mentioned  

     the lack of inventory. “There has  

     been a shortage of inventory,  

     particularly existing homes, 

which relates back to the sellers being unwilling to let go of 

their low rate.  As interest rates decline, more properties will 

come on the market.  They will sell quickly because there is a 

pent-up demand for homes.  Prices may increase, but 

probably not at the rate we saw when interest was at 2 percent 

or 3 percent a few years ago. New construction will also see an 

increase in demand.  Although   costs have not gone down, 

they have not been escalating at the rate we experienced 

several years ago.”  

        The Realcorp President said, “Homeowners will also likely 

start to refinance and take equity out of their homes for 

remodeling, college costs, or to pay off higher debt.”

His closing thoughts on the market: “Even though there are 

numerous apartment projects underway, several developers 

have been reluctant to initiate new projects due to high rates.  

Lenders have also expressed concerns that higher rates have 

stressed many investors who are going to see upward 

adjustments on variable rate loans or when a balloon comes 

due.”

tell us that everything is just great, so there’s no need for a 

change! The other side will tell us that everything is going to 

hell in a handbasket, so we need drastic change!”  

        “Our economy is about a $23 trillion behemoth! At any 

given time, you can find data that shows good news for the 

economy and also find data that suggests bad news for the 

economy. The trick is to reflect on which type of news will likely 

dominate. Election year advertising simply does not help with 

this effort at all. For what it’s worth, I like to avoid national 

news outlets, rely on local news reporting and investigate the 

data sources myself.”

        The Economics Professor doesn’t believe we have 

achieved a soft landing. “Not yet, but I think it is fair to say that 

the Fed has done a masterful job reining in inflation without 

sparking a recession. They might have passed on doing the 

last rate increase back in August and kept the Fed funds rate 

around 5 percent, but nevertheless, so far, so good. We are, at 

the moment, steadily gliding towards a soft landing, with 

maybe a few bumps along the way, such as the latest inflation 

report. But I would only declare such a victory once we get to 

the 2 to 2.5 percent inflation without recession. So, we’re close.”

        BHHS Ambassador  Managing Broker Scott Vogt said, “I 

don’t see anything making prices go down short of  a repeat of 

the 2008 financial crisis.  Only a huge glut of houses hitting  

     the market could make prices  

     come down, and I cannot find  

     them.  Frankly, we still have not  

     even replaced the houses we  

     lost, which would have been  

     built had the market stayed  

     steady during the crisis.  In 2022  

     nationwide, we built fewer new  

     houses than we did in the years  

     2003, 2004, 2005, and 2006.  It  

     was almost 520,000 less in 2022  

 than in 2005!”  

       Vogt added, “Even with the recent increase in inventory 

over the last year thanks to 8 percent rates, prices still did not 

decrease.  I think rates at a more historically palatable 5 

Scott vogt

OMAHA HOUSING MARKET

JOHN BREDEMEYER

We are, at the moment, steadily 
gliding towards  a soft landing… 
UNO Economics Professor Christopher Decker

“ “
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generational wealth and enhancing the local economy. 

Although Omaha remains more affordable than much of the 

country, affordability has declined over the last two years. In 

2023, the GPRMLS existing home affordability index was 116, 

down from 186 in 2021. The new home affordability index in 2023 

was 74, down from 119 in 2021.  

        Jason Thiellen, CEO of E&A Consulting Group and President 

of the Welcome Home Coalition, said part of the issue is that we 

often treat the symptoms of a problem without addressing the 

root cause. Things such as outdated codes and 

counterproductive zoning laws drive the cost up. At the end of 

the day, time is money. Additional codes can add months or 

even years to a building project. That cost gets passed on to the 

consumer.

 

Written by Melissa McElroy

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY

OMAHA ArEA HOUSING AFFORDABILITY INDEX
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         omeownership is the bedrock of the American Dream.          
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reality – the American Dream is becoming increasingly more 

challenging to achieve as more consumers are being forced out 

of the market by our current economy.
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family earning the median income has exactly enough income 
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         The Great Plains Regional MLS (GPRMLS) indicators show 

housing affordability is rapidly declining, a concerning trend 

considering homeownership’s critical role in creating  
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402.323.1031

ubt.com/youneedevan

Loan products subject to credit approval. Member FDIC

        Thiellen cautions that policymakers must always consider if 

building codes are necessary. Seemingly trivial amounts start to 

add up to substantial additional costs. He used the example of 

condos. Condos could be a cost-effective way to address the 

housing affordability issue. Building smaller homes in a more 

densely populated area should cut building costs, but some 

Federal laws make it unaffordable.

        The Omaha Area Board of REALTORS® is a member of the 

Welcome Home Coalition, a local organization committed to

non-taxpayer solutions for housing affordability. Thiellen states, 

“Throwing money at any major problem creates more problems 

because eventually, the taxpayer money runs out.” Surging costs 

of materials, a shrinking skilled labor pool, and soaring lot costs 

all contribute to the soaring cost of building a new home. The lot 

price works out to be about one-fifth the price. If the average 

cost of a lot is about $100k, the cost of a new home is about 

$500k, which is not affordable for the vast majority.

        Utility companies also contribute to rising costs. When time 

is money, taking months for the necessary infrastructure 

installation can impede development. Empty lots sit vacant for 

months without utilities, costing additional money. Developers 

weather the cost of empty lots sitting idle, paying interest on a 

product they can’t bring to market. The extra interest cost also 

gets added to the final home price.

        No single solution will solve the U.S. housing shortage and 

make real estate ownership more affordable. However, the 

Omaha Area Board of REALTORS® remains an advocate toward 

that end, working to eliminate unnecessary expenses and other 

hurdles that face potential homebuyers. 

HOUSING AFFORDABILITY
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consumer looking for
reputation, trust, knowledge

PROFILE RESULTS

Written by Melissa McElroy

Source: Nar.realtor

        The NAR 2023 Profile of Home Buyers and Sellers confirms 

that consumers still need a REALTOR’S® expertise when buying 

a home. Buying a home is the most important financial decision 

most people will ever make. The stakes are high. Having 

someone guide you through sometimes bumpy terrain is 

critically important to avoid costly mistakes.

        Only seven percent of sellers sold their property without an 

agent last year. Of the others, the most important factors cited 

were the professional’s reputation, trustworthiness, and 

neighborhood knowledge. Of course, listing commissions vary 

and are negotiable between a seller and their broker, and the 

amount of the commission, if any, that is paid to a cooperating 

broker is established by the parties if the listing agreement is 

finalized. However, having said all that, only five percent of all 

sellers cited the brokerage commission as the critical factor in 

selecting an agent – their professionalism was more important, 

according to the report. 

        It’s vital for REALTORS® to communicate their value to 

clients. Your specialized knowledge and adherence to the Code 

of Ethics ensures a smooth transaction – not to mention your 

skill in helping them find the right house. REALTORS® are 

advocates for their clients and help them understand the 

process. Whether that be pointing out issues with the home, 

knowing a plethora of home service providers to address issues, 

or negotiating the best terms.

        REALTOR® Brad Fricke said, “I have noticed home sellers 

less concerned with the commission with the rapid increase in 

home values. Most sellers are getting more for their home than 

they ever thought possible.” He added, “As long as you show 

your value, the commission has been less of a concern for most.”

          The Profile Results showed there was an uptick of first-time 

buyers; In 2023, 32 percent were first-time buyers, with a median 

age of 35. There was also an increase in new home sales.

Fricke said, “I did have a lot of first-time buyers until the rates 

increased and they started having to adjust their price point. 

Some decided to wait. I’m hoping with the recent decrease in 

rates that they’ll get back in the market for a home.”

        “I had a few buyers increase their purchase price and go to 

new construction to avoid getting into multiple offer situations. 

They didn’t like the pressure and the thought of not having a 

home inspection,” Fricke continued.

        2023 reflected a significant shift in the factors surrounding 

home sales: Home prices, median incomes, and down payments 

were all higher. According to the report, down payments were at 

their highest point since 1997. The typical first-time buyer’s down 

payment was eight percent and 19 percent for repeat buyers. 

        Brent Rasmussen of Mortgage Specialists said while he 

hasn’t seen an increase in people’s incomes, “Definitely seeing 

larger down payments that are needed to make mortgage 

payments more affordable.” He added that sometimes people 

secure a family gift to increase their down payment and offset 

higher interest costs. “It’s just getting more and more 

unaffordable for the first-time buyers.”

         There were other key takeaways from the 2023 report. 

Sellers more commonly get the full asking price. Single buyers 

are growing in numbers; single females made up 19 percent of 

the market, single males made up 10 percent, and only 59 

percent of recent buyers were married couples. 

Multigenerational housing remains more common, with 14 

percent of all buyers purchasing a home to accommodate 

multiple generations, including adult children and aging 

parents. Home buyers in the last year were more racially and 

ethnically diverse. Homeowners indicated they intend to stay in 

their homes longer, with a median of 15 years. The median 

distance moved dropped from 50 to 20 miles in the last year.
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Written by Melissa McElroy

and met with the builder, who had agreed to mitigate the 

flooding. She brought the workers bagels and caaaw-fee, just as 

the New Yorkers would want. The contractors got a good chuckle 

from the kind gesture and went above and beyond fixing the 

issue, removing drywall and carpet, and installing a new sump 

pump. The home was as good as new, and the closing went as 

scheduled. The New Yorkers moved into their new home, and 

everyone lived happily ever after.

DÉJÀ VU 

        REALTOR® Darla Bengston recalls showing a home that was 

fresh on the market to a lovely family who seemed to love it at 

first sight. It was a bank-owned property with lots of character. 

        As Darla looked around, she couldn’t shake the feeling that 

she had been there before. It seemed oddly familiar. Once she 

walked into the kitchen and saw a unique countertop, it hit her. 

She recalled she had, in fact, been there once before, many 

moons ago. The home used to belong to an acquaintance of hers, 

so her curiosity piqued.

        Darla learned the news why the house was on the market 

again – sadly, the individual who purchased the home from her 

acquaintance later took their own life on the property. The 

ownership reverted to the bank after that.

        Darla informed her clients of the facts she had learned 

surrounding the property. The information was essential to them, 

and they later decided to purchase a different home. 

        It was disheartening and difficult to share; however, she 

understood that sometimes the unexpected happens, and you 

must be the bearer of bad news. It’s often emotional in the 

trenches, but at the end of the day, it’s all about your clients.

        Being a REALTOR® can be richly rewarding. It can also be 

incredibly demanding and require creative problem-solving skills. 

In the wise words of football great Knute Rockne, when the going 

gets tough, the tough get going.

THE INDOOR POOL

        REALTOR® Angela Peters has worked with people from all 

walks of life. Out of all the years of helping people buy homes, 

one story in particular stands out to her: the one with the New 

Yorkers.

        The East Coast couple decided to move to Omaha for a slice 

of the good life as the cost of living in New York wasn’t 

sustainable for them. Angela remembers the phone call with a 

thick New York accent. The husband’s mother took it upon 

herself to locate a local REALTOR® on their behalf while she was 

on a coffee break (pronounced caaaw-fee.) 

        There was just one catch. The happy couple would be buying 

a house sight unseen. Angela would need to make video tours of 

homes. In a pre-pandemic era, that was still relatively new, but 

Angela happily obliged. They eventually found a newly 

constructed house and made an acceptable offer. Easy, peasy, 

lemon squeezy, right?

        It was nearly closing day when Angela received the dreaded 

call. There was a slight problem with the house. The basement 

was flooded. Stressed, depressed, lemon zest.

        “So, the house has a bonus feature! There’s now a free indoor 

swimming pool. Well, not so much a swimming pool, more like a 

wading pool – in your basement,” she said to them, using humor 

to break the bad news. They were understandably freaked out. 

        The savvy REALTOR® assured them the problem could be 

resolved. Angela went over to the home on the buyer’s behalf 
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Alec Obendorfer Berkshire Hathaway
Amanda Martin Berkshire Hathaway
Amanda Sway Berkshire Hathaway
Andrea Lane (3) Berkshire Hathaway
Anthony Valdez Berkshire Hathaway
Ashley O’Mally Berkshire Hathaway

Ashley Sum Berkshire Hathaway

Brian Wilson Berkshire Hathaway

Bruce Johnson Berkshire Hathaway

Carla Vigness Berkshire Hathaway

Christine Reavis Berkshire Hathaway

Christine Walker Berkshire Hathaway

Claudio Anthony Berkshire Hathaway
Colleen Grove Berkhsire Hathaway

Courtney Goodman (2) Berkshire Hathaway

Crystal Santamaria Berkshire Hathaway

Deb Ellis Berkshire Hathaway

Derek Faulkner Berkshire Hathaway

Elise Willits Berkshire Hathaway

Glen Groebli Berkshire Hathaway

Jackie Ehmke (2) Berkshire Hathaway

Jayme Bluhm Berkshire Hathaway

Jennifer Morgan  Berkshire Hathaway

Jessica Hartzell (4) Berkshire Hathaway

JoAnne Wellsandt Berkshire Hathaway

Joel Johnson Berkshire Hathaway

Julie Loraine Berkshire Hathaway

Justin Brown Berkshire Hathaway

Kathy Levine Berkshire Hathaway

Kaylie Beebe Berkshire Hathaway

Keelee Case Berkshire Hathaway
Kelly Incontro Berkshire Hathaway

Kimberly Kuklin Berkshire Hathaway
Lacey Weimer Berkshire Hathaway
Lisa Haffner Berkshire Hathaway
Lynette Dole Berkshire Hathaway
Marie Otis Berkshire Hathaway
Matt Haynes Berkshire Hathaway
Nick Nun Berkshire Hathaway
Noah Ingwerson Berkshire Hathaway

Rachel Skradski Luhrs    Berkshire Hathaway

Sandy Beck Berkshire Hathaway
Scott Young  Berkshire Hathaway
Shellie Nelson Berkshire Hathaway
Stephanie Elliott Berkshire Hathaway
Tammy Nun Berkshire Hathaway
Trina Ciochon Berkshire Hathaway
Virginia Mullen Berkshire Hathaway

Nikki Thomsen Berkshire Hathaway

Amanda Taylor Better Homes & Gardens
Aubrey Hess Better Homes & Gardens
Becky Mirales (2) Better Homes & Gardens
Brittney LaHayne Better Homes & Gardens

Ethan Brown (3) Better Homes & Gardens
Heather Tedesco Better Homes & Gardens
Kim Bills Better Homes & Gardens
Laura Osborn Better Homes & Gardens

Matt Zuroski Better Homes & Gardens
Tracy Maldonado Better Homes & Gardens
Josh Christie Coldwell Banker
Kristi Curren Coldwell Banker
Jenny Minino  Empire Group Nebraska
Karen Kisicki  Empire Group Nebraska
Aaron Anderson EXP Realty
Gary Baumert EXP Realty
Linh Bui EXP Realty
Mandy Aufenkamp EXP Realty
Sarah Pierce EXP Realty
Tracy Frans EXP Realty

Leslie Palensky Giving Realty
Donna Sharman Headly Realty
Karl Crompton Hike Real Estate
Annie Wrinkle Keller Williams
Crystal Parker  Keller WIlliams
Jim Herrer Keller Williams
Muriel Burke  KW Elite
Jake Romero Nebraska Realty
Amber Tkaczuk Nebraska Realty
Anna Scott Nebraska Realty
Crystal DeJesus (3) Nebraska Realty

Daniel Spence Nebraska Realty
Heidi Wubbels Nebraska Realty
Janette Nielsen Nebraska Realty
Jennifer Gatzemeyer Nebraska Realty
Jessica Sawyer Nebraska Realty
John Lorkovic Nebraska Realty
Kellie Christensen Nebraska Realty
Kellie Konz Wieczorek Nebraska Realty
Kelly Rasmussen Nebraska Realty
Kyle Fagan Nebraska Realty

Kyle Thorberg Nebraska Realty
Linda May Nebraska Realty
Megan Hasselbrooke Nebraska Realty
Melissa Siedlik Nebraska Realty
Pam Stander Nebraska Realty
Rick Nelson Nebraska Realty
Sara Ballard Nebraska Realty
Sarah Guy Nebraska Realty
Sienna Bryant Nebraska Realty
Teri Denhardt Nebraska Realty
Tim Povich (2) Nebraska Realty

Trish Folda Nebraska Realty
Venu Potineni (7) Nebraska Realty
Nick Ragan Nebraska Realty
Susan Rauth Nebraska Realty

Emma Petty NP Dodge

Jeanne Patrick NP Dodge

Julie Digilio NP Dodge

Kalyani Nannapaneni NP Dodge

Maria Polinsky NP Dodge

Ram Kallepalli (2) NP Dodge
Robin Phillips NP Dodge

Tony Cliffords NP Dodge
Trista Beaudette NP Dodge
Erica Menard (2) PJ Morgan
Shayla Lusso PJ Morgan
Dawn Stock PJ Morgan
Anurag Nayak Platinum Realty
Barb Zorn Realty One Group Sterling
Dennis Ritter (2)  ReMax Results
Tyler Reynolds Woods Bros Realty
Susan Wilson Woods Bros Realty

charlestonhomesomaha.com

To These RealtorsTo These Realtors®® for Selling Our Homes in 2023! for Selling Our Homes in 2023!



RYAN 
BASYE

MIKE
RIEDMANN

JILL 
ANDERSON

BRENT
RASMUSSEN

KAREN
JENNINGS

BECKY
SANDILAND

DOUG
ROTTHAUS

JENNIFER
BIXBY

DEDA
MYHRE

JOE
GEHRKI

ANDY
ALLOWAY

MATT
RASMUSSEN

HENRY
KAMMANDEL

TOM
SIMMONS

$5,000+

G O L D E N  R

C R Y S T A L  R

$2,500+
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BILL 
BLACK

S T E R L I N G  R

G O V E R N O R ' S  C L U B

$1,000+

$500+

KYLE
SCHULZE

P L A T I N U M  R

$10,000+

AHLVERS, JERRY
AIROLA, DEBBIE
ANDREASEN, KELLY
ARCHER, CRYSTAL
BENGTSON, DARLA
BENGTSON, MEGAN
BOUSEMA, CODY
CHADWICK, CHARLES
CLARK, SUSAN

ADAMS, KATHRYN
BROWN, ETHAN
CIOCHON, TRINA

GUSTAFSON, DEBRA
HENSON, SUE
MATNEY, DAVID

OWENS, MEGAN
SHIPLEY, DONNA
TUZZIO-PETAK, JENNIFER

DODGE, NATE
DOHSE, DOUG
FRANS, BRANDON
FRICKE, BRAD
GRAVES, GENE
HAEG, JENN
KATT, PETER
KIDNEY, MINDY
KNAPP, CAMILLA

KRENK, LINDSEY
LANG, MONICA
LAMOUREUX, JEANNE
LEADERS, MARK
LEISEY, VINCE
LONGACRE, SHERRYL
LORIMER, JUSTIN
MARASCO, NICO
MCNALLY, LORETTA

MCNEEL, SARINA
MICHAEL, BRIAN
MOORE, STEPHEN
MOY, LINDA
NEILAN, JENN
NEILAN, PERRE
OSBORN, LAURA
OTTO, LIZ
PAGEL, JEN

PATRICK, JEANNE
PETERS, ANGELA
POPPEN, DENISE
RAUTH, SUSAN
RETHWISCH, CALI
RICHARDSON, LISA
RITTER, DENNIS
RITTER, LISA
SAWYER, JESSICA

STARKS, ANGEL
TARTAGLIA, JULIE
TAYLOR, TRAVIS
TICHAUER, FRED
WEHNER, MARK
WEIKEL, JENNIFER
WERTHEIM, ROBERT
WILSON, BRIAN



GRAY, TIFFANY
GREEN, LISA
GRIFFIN, BETTY
GRIFFIN, CARL
GRIFFIN, MITCHELL
GRIMES, EVA
GRIMSHAW, DAWN
GROEBLI, GLENN
GUSTAFSON, JOHN
GUY, SARAH
HAFFNER, LISA
HAFLETT, CASEY
HAGESTAD, ELIZABETH
HALL, GREGORY
HALL, LUCRETIA
HALL, PEYTON
HALVORSON, ANDREW
HAMLIN, JENNIFER
HAMRICK, SAMANTHA
HANIKA, JESSICA
HANING, JAY
HANSEN, CHELSEA
HANSEN, LACIE
HANSEN, LINDSAY
HANSON, SARA
HANUS, GILLIAN
HARDY, TERESA
HARMAN, VAN
HARRIS, LAVINIA
HARRIS, LISA
HARRISON, BRIAN
HART, HOPE
HART, MARK
HARTMAN, DOUGLAS
HARVAT, TIFFANY
HASCALL, KAREN
HAWKINS, SUSAN
HAYES, JULIE
HAYES, SCOTT
HAYES-PREUCIL, AMY
HAYNES, MATT
HAYS, DAVID
HEADLEE, JOHN
HEADLEY, CHARLES
HEALY, PATTI
HEASTON, BENJAMIN
HECK, KAYLENE
HEIDEN, MEGGAN
HELLIGSO BLASCHKO, TRISHA
HEMPHILL, MILES
HENDERSON, JIM
HENG, PAIGE
HENNINGSEN, STEPHANIE
HERBOLSHEIMER, CHAD
HERFINDAHL, CASSANDRA
HIKE, LEO
HILBERS, TRACI
HILDERBRAND, NICOLE
HINN, MARILYN
HINRICHS, MARK
HINTON, TRACY
HISKETT, KELLIE
HODGE, GINA
HODGE, TIFFANY
HOFFART, KIMBERLY
HOFFMAN, ERIK
HOLCOMB, CHADWICK
HOLDEN, MARIAN
HOLLENDIECK, RUSSELL
HOLLINGER, JARED
HOLLINGSWORTH, LINDSAY
HOLMES, DONNA
HORN, AARON
HORNER, JAMES
HOSHAW, AMY
HOSKING, JOHN
HOUFEK, CHERYL
HOULIHAN, ANNE
HOURIGAN, SHELLEY
HOUSLEY, DIONNE
HOVEY, SHAWN
HOWARD, KARLY
HRABIK, KYLE
HUDKINS, JEFF
HUDKINS-RADKE, JULIE
HUGHES, DAVID
HULETT, DEAMBER
HUNT, VERONICA
HUNTER, GAIL
HUNT-SPISAK, MOLLY
HUNZIKER, MU
HUSAK, JENNIFER
HUTCHERSON, TIFFANY
HUTCHISON, DANIELLE
ILAHI, SHAUN
IRISH, SHEILA
ISENBERGER, STEPH
JACKSON, CARRIE
JACOBUS, MARLENE
JACOBUS, PETER
JAMES, ELIZABETH
JAMES, KEVIN
JANDA, MARGARET
JAPP, CHERYL
JENKINS, MICHAEL
JENKINS, VICKIE
JENSEN, COQUETTE
JENSEN, STEPHEN
JERNSTROM, CYNTHIA
JOHNSON, BRUCE
JOHNSON, DIANE
JOHNSON, LASHELL
JOHNSON, MARY
JOHNSON, ROGER
JOHNSTON, JOSHUA
JONES, BRENNA
JONES, HOLLY
JONES, SUZANNE
JORDAN, MELODY
JUNGERS, JOHN
JUNGJOHANN, CRAIG
JAASCH, TED
KAISER, JEREMY
KANNE, RICKY
KANNE, TAYLOR
KARL, LACEY
KARNISH, LINDA
KASPER, TODD
KAUFMAN, CAROL
KAUFMAN, KEITH
KAUP, TIMOTHY
KAVAN, ADAM
KAVAN, COLLEEN
KAVAN, KATHERINE
KAVAN, RICHARD
KEAN, NANCY
KEATING, JAMES
KEATING, JOELLEN
KEETON, VALERIE
KEHRLI, NANCY

COPELAND, VALERY
COSGROVE, CAROL
COYNE, JILL
CRAIG, RUSSELL
CRAIGHEAD, JONI
CRAWFORD, CARA
CRAWFORD, DIANN
CREGER, KRISTI
CRONIN, MARISA
CRYER, DEAN
CUNNINGHAM-FREY, DENISE
CURTICE, ARIC
CUTCHALL, CORY
CZERWINSKI, SARAH
DALE, DYLAN
DALRYMPLE, MINDY
DASENBROCK, ALAN
DAUGHERTY, LYNN
DAVID, JULIE
DAVID, JUYNEE
DAVIS, CHRISTIAN
DAVIS, DIANE
DAVIS, SANDRA
DAWDY, TAMMY
DAY, JULIE
DENNING, ROB
DESECK, JENNIFER
DETAVERNIER, BRANDI
DETAVERNIER, MITZI
DETHLEFS, NICKOLAS
DEVANABOYINA, DHANA
DIAMANTIS, NICOLETTE
DIBIASE, SHARON
DICK, VERONICA
DIGILIO, JULIE
DINNEL, LILA
DITORO, WENDY
DIXON, SHARON
DIXON, DANIEL
DOBROVOLNY, JOE
DOBSON, THOMAS
DOGGETT, KIMBERLY
DOLL, BRANDE
DOMBROSKY, BRAD
DONALDSON, DOUGLAS
DORNER, MARK
DOUGHERTY, CHRISTINE
DOUGLAS, MELCHOR
DOUGLAS, WILLIAM
DOWNING, SANDI
DRITLEY, AMY
D' SOUZA, PREETHI
DUBUC PEDERSEN, DANIELLE
DUFFY, DANETTE
DUNNE, JESSICA
EARL, BRADLEY
EARL, GREGORY
EDEN, GAGE
EGGERS, SHERRI
EHMKE, JACQUELINE
EISENMENGER, LAURA JO
EKLO, AFI
ELIZONDO, VICENTE
ELLIOTT, GINA
ELLIOTT, SALLIE
ELLIOTT, TERESA
ELLIS, RYAN
ELSBERRY, JEFFERY
EMSICK, SHONA
ERB, JEFFREY
ERICKSON, JULIE
ERICKSON, WILLIAM
EVANS, ANDREA
EVANS, DONALD
EVANS, JUSTIN
EVANS, KALI
EVANS, ROSE
EVERS, SPENCER
FABER, TODD
FAIRFIELD, DEANNE
FALLER, DANIEL
FALLER, JANA
FARRENS, CAROL
FASTENAU, SHELLEY
FAULKNER, DEREK
FEHRMAN, DANIEL
FELDMAN, JASON
FELKER, STACY
FERRAGUTI, MICHAELA
FICKLIN, JERRY
FLAIRTY, M JO
FLANAGAN, JAMIE
FLEISSNER, SARAH
FLEMING, BRIAN
FLEMING, COLETTE
FOLDA, TRISH
FORMAN, JEFFREY
FORMAN, TERRY
FOSMER, KATRINA
FOSSENBARGER, ELIZABETH
FRANA, JAKE
FRANCO, CARLA
FRANKLIN, CYDNEY
FRANKS, JAMES
FRANS, TRACY
FREED, MICHAEL
FRIES, ALIX
FRIES, DANA
FRIES, KAREN
FRIESEN, JENNA
FRINK, SARA
FROST, GINNY
FRY, CODY
FULLER, DONALD
GALYON, DARIAN
GATES, SHEILA
GATZEMEYER, JENNIFER
GAUGHEN, KASEY
GEHRKI, KAREN
GEHRMAN, KIM
GELL, JOHN
GELL, LISA
GERACE, CHERYL
GERNHART, GARY
GIBB, RICHARD
GIBSON, RYAN
GISH, ROSALIA
GLANTZ, STEPHANIE
GLASSMAN, JERRIE
GOLDA, TRACY
GOLLIN, NICHOLAS
GOMEZ, JUSTIN
GOMEZ, MARISSA
GOMEZ, RUBEN
GOODSELL, DARWIN
GOULD, TODD
GRANT, JENNIFER
GRAVES, ELYSSA
GRAY, KELLY
GRAY, KIMBERLY

KELLER, JORDAN
KELLEY, DANIEL
KELLY, ELIZABETH
KELLY, KAELA
KENDALL, RONALD
KENNEDY, KATELYN
KENT, LISA
KERMES, JORDAN
KETCHAM, AIMEE
KIELIAN, KAREN
KIMBROUGH, CALE
KING, BRIAN
KING, NIKKI
KINZEY, CYNTHIA
KIRK, KELLY
KLEMKE, ROCHELLE
KLENC, SUZANNE
KLUG, BRETT
KNUDSEN, SANDRA
KOCSIS, RANAE
KOEHN, NOLAN
KOHLES, MARGARITA
KOKE, JOHN
KOLLEKOWSKI, GERALD
KOLLMAN-BHANDARI, ELIZABETH
KONTZ, KELLY
KONZ WIECZOREK, KELLIE
KOPUN, GABE
KOPUN, PREDRAG
KORTHALS, MAURICE
KOTCHIN, REGINA
KOUETE, ETORNAM
KOVAR, VICKI
KRAEMER, GREGORY
KRAKAU, JENNIFER
KRAMBECK, LEON
KRASNE, TERRI
KRAUTH, BRADLEY
KRISTL, JAMES
KRONAIZL, TAMARAH
KRUSE, BARBARA
KUESTER, ANGELA
KUHL, SUE
KUHN, ASHLEY
KULLY, JENNIFER
KUTLER, ADAM
LAKERS, MAREN
LAMB, SCOTT
LAMP, ETHEN
LAMPMAN, BEN
LANE, ANDREA
LANGENDORFER, DALE
LANGFORD, RACHEL
LAPORTE, BARBARA
LARSEN, STEVEN
LARSON, THOR
LASHER, LAURA
LAWRENCE, SCOTT
LAWRENCE-BOYD, SONIA
LEACH, DAVID
LEAMEN, JOHN
LEATHERS, TED
LEAVELLE, NOAH
LEE, SEAN
LEECH, TRINA
LEFFLER, RHONDA
LEGGETT, ABIGAIL
LEGROS, JEFFREY
LEGROS, KAREN
LEHAN, CAROL
LEHAN, TYLER
LEMIEUX, ANNA
LEMMER, DONNA
LERDAHL, JILL
LESSMANN, JUDITH
LEWIN, DERICK
LEWIS, MICHAEL
LEWIS-HARRIS, JILL
LICHTENBERG, WHITNEY
LIND, DON
LINDEN, JESSICA
LINDSAY, AMY
LINGELBACH, MARY
LINSTROTH, CHLOE
LLEWELLYN, JAMES
LOCKARD, EMMA
LOFTIES, PAUL
LOHR-WOODWARD, JULIE
LOMBARDO, HOLLY
LONGO, LAURA
LOVELL, JERRY
LOVGREN, WILLIAM
LOWNDES, ELIZABETH
LOYA, TERESA
LUDWIG, STEPHANIE
LUHRS, NICHOLAS
LUKOWSKI, KARI
LUNA, KORI
LUND, VANITA
LUNDSTROM, ERIC
LUTHER, CESIA
LY, THUAN
LYONS, AARON
MABRY, EMMA
MACH, AMY
MAHER, CYNTHIA
MAHONEY, CODY
MAHONEY, JEAN
MAIER PAVEL, SARAH
MAJID, DAWOOD
MALONE, CHELSEA
MALONEY, MARGARET
MALTAIS, RACHEL
MALTAIS, TREVOR
MANCUSO, LEAH
MANHART, JENNIFER
MANHART, PETER
MARQUISS, DANETTE
MARREEL, JOEL
MARRIOTT SR., JAMES
MARSHALL, JENNIFER
MARTEN, STEPHEN
MARTIN, DEB
MARTIN, JOSEPH
MARTIN, SHERI
MARTINEZ, JASON
MASON, SIMONE
MATHENY, BENJAMIN
MATHES, BEN
MATTAS, CHRISTINA
MAWBY, DIANE
MCALLISTER, BRITTNEY
MCCAIN, CHRIS
MCCASKILL, MARCUS
MCCOY, KARI
MCCUNE, JASON
MCGARY, SEAN
MCGEE, MARK
MCGILL, KELLY
MCGLYNN, MICHAEL

MCGUIRE, DENNIS
MCGUIRE, LINDA
MCGUIRE KELLY, LISA
MCKEAN, LORRI
MCKEE, ALLEN
MCKENNA, TARYN
MEISINGER, KIRK
MEKINEY, PRESLIE
MEMIJE GONZALEZ, JOSE ABEL
MENDLIK, QUINN
MERTZ, PAMELA
MEYER, DEBORAH
MEYERS, THOMAS
MICHAEL, MEGAN
MICK, JOSH
MILLER, GLENN
MILLER, KATHLEEN
MILLER, MARY
MILLER, PEGGY
MILLER, SHERYL
MIROY, ELAINE
MIRALLES, JAMES
MIRALLES, REBECCA
MIRANDA-CRUZ, KARLA
MIRZA, JAWAD
MISIUNAS, JOSEPH
MOAKE, ALOHA
MOELLER, RACHEL
MONETO, KIMBERLY
MONJARAS, JENNIFER
MOOBERRY, JANETTE
MOOS, TAMMY
MORA, MARK
MORGAN, JENNIFER
MORGAN, P J 
MORGAN, TRACY
MORITZ, DAVID
MORITZ, JOAN
MORRISSEY, JAMIE
MOSQUEDA BARRON, JUAN
MOSS, TASHA
MOSS, TODD
MOYLAN, PAMALA
MUCHIRI, JOE
MUELLER, CARIN
MUELLER, STACI
MUELLEN, VIRIGINA
MULLER, BARBARA
MUMGAARD, JAMES
MUNIZ, VINCENT
MURASKIN, BENJAMIN
MURASKIN, KELLIE
MURPHY, KELLIE
MURRAY, KENNETH
MURRAY, SLOVENKA
NAVARRO-ROMERO, CARMEN
NAVIN, BRETT
NEARY, MICHAELA
NELSON, CAROLE
NELSON, MELINDA
NELSON, MISCHELLE
NEWELL, KAYLA
NICHOLSON, CLAYTON
NICOLA, TAMMY
NIELSEN, JANETTE
NIELSEN, LARRY
NIETO, DAVID
NIEVES, DAVID
NIEVES, MICHELLE
NIEWOHNER, LONNY
NINETE, CHERYL
NORTON, BRIAN
NOVOTNY, SHELLI
NUN, NICHOLAS
NUN, RACHEL
OBERHAUSER, ERIN
OBERNDORFER, ALEC
OLIVER, DEDEE
OLSEN, BRIDGET
OLSON, BETH
O'MALLEY, ASHLEE
ORELLANA, CHRISTOBAL
ORELLANA, JOSE
ORTIZ, DIEGO
ORTIZ ORIGEL, VICTOR
O' SHEA, DESIREE
OST, SHEILA
OSTERHOLM, SANDRA
OTIS, MARIE
OVERFELT, JAMES
OWEN, FABIAN
OWENS, CONNIE
PACHE, DIANA
PALENSKY, LESLIE
PALERMO, ROBERT
PALERMO, JENNIFER
PANAS, THEODORE
PANEBIANCO, ANDREW
PANEBIANCO, JOSEPH
PARKER, TYSON
PARMENT, GEORGIA
PATTERSON, RICHARD
PATTON, JOHN
PAUL, LORI
PAULIN, CARY
PAYNE, JASON
PAYNE, SHAWN
PEFFER, WALTER
PENKE, BRYCE
PERSON, GRAHAM
PETERS, CHARLES
PETERS, CHRISTIAN
PETERS, DAVID
PETERSEN, CASSANDRA
PETERSEN, ERIC
PETERSEN, JEFFREY
PETERSEN, VANESSA
PETERSON, ANNE
PETERSON, CANDICE
PETERSON, CHARLOTTE
PETERSON, HEATHER
PETERSON, JODI
PETTID, MICHAEL
PFEFFER, KURT
PFITZER, RYAN
PFLAUM, KATHRYN
PHILBIN, KRISTINA
PIEDRAHITA ESCOBA, MAYRA
PINNEY, CONNER
PLAGMANN, KELLI
PLICANIC, ADIS
PODOLL, ANGIE
POGGE, JUSTIN
POHLAD, JULIE
POHLAD, SARA
POLSLEY, CRISTINE
POTINENI, VENUGOPALA
POUTRE, SILVIA
POWELL, REGI
PRINCE, ALYCIA

PROCTOR, BENJAMIN
PROUSE, SHAWN
PRUESS, JEFFREY
PRUESS, JOANN
PUGH, JOANNE
PURVIS, EDWARD
QUINLIVIAN, CURRAN
RAD, MO
RADER, STEPHANIE
RAGAN, MICHELE
RAGAN, NICHOLAS
RANDALL, KURT
NICOLE, RAY
RAYMOND, JACOB
REAL, JULIE
REAVIS, CHRISTINE
RECTOR, DELTA
REED, AJA
REEDER, TIMOTHY
REEH, ASHLEY
REEKER, KATHERINE
REEKER, THOMAS
REEVE, CASSIDEE
REID, STACEY
RENNELS, DOUGLAS
RENSCH, JEFFREY
REYNEK, JODY
RICHARDSON, WILLIAM
RICHLER, CAMERON
RIDDLE, PHILLIP
RIGGINS, COLIN
RINGER, ERICA
ROBINSON, BRENT
ROBINSON, DIEGA
ROBIRDS, CYNTHIA
ROBLES, KARLA
ROCHA, PATRICIA
RODDY, NATALIE
ROGERS, ELIZABETH
ROKUSEK, SIDNEY
ROOKER, DAVID
ROSE, NOLAN
ROSENBOHM, JEFF
ROSS, MICHAEL
ROSSO, LARRY
ROSSO-GILL, SHELBY
ROTH, PAUL
ROTHER, JOSHUA
ROUCH, KATHRYN
ROY, JULIE
ROYUK, JOANNE
RUBIN, RONALD
RUHL, TINA
RUPE, TIFFANY
RUWE, MARK
RYAN, ANNETTE
RYAN, ROBERT
RYLAND, SARAH
SACCO, SAMUEL
SADOFSKY, PAUL
SAFARIK, DUANE
SAGHEER, ZARAH
SALVATORI, DENISE
SALZBRENNER, TIMOTHY
SANTAMARIA, CRYSTAL
SANTOS, MELISSA
SAVANT, SHEETAL
SCARLETT, PATRICIA
SCHAEFFER, JONATHAN
SCHARP, DENNIS
SCHIFERL, DARRIN
SCHLICKBERND, JERI
SCHMIDT, DIANA
SCHMIDT, DAWN
SCHMITT, NICKOLAS
SCHMITZ, VICKI
SCHNEIDER, MILTON
SCHOLTING, TERRI
SCHRAGER, LISA
SCHRAM, DANIELLE
SCHRIVER, GENA
SCHULTE, RYLEY
SCHUMACHER, RICHARD
SCHWARZ, LAURA
SCOTT, CHRISTINA
SEDIVY, BRENDA
SEEGER, MIA
SELLIN-KURTZ, CHAPIN
SERRANO, FRANCISCO
SEU, JUNG
SGOURAKIS, KONSTANTINO
SGOURAKIS, MEGAN
SHADA, ADAM
SHANAHAN, JUSTIN
SHARMAN, DONNA
SHARPLES, GAVIN
SHELTON, JACKIE
SHELTON, MACKENZIE
SHULL, ANGELA
SHUNK, KATHLEEN
SILVA MORALES, VALERIA
SIMMONS, JENNIFER
SIMON, MICHELLE
SIMON, THOMAS
SINGLETON, LAURA
SKRADSKI LUHRS, RACHEL
SLADEK, MARY
SLEDDENS, JILL
SMITH, COURTNEY
SMITH, JEFFERY
SMITH, RICHARD
SMITH, SUSAN
SMITH, THOMAS
SONDER, DIANA
SOOKRAM, AUBREY
SORIANO, ERIC
SPANN, AUSTIN
STANDER, JENNIFER
STANG, LUANNE
STANTON, TIFFANY
STARMER, HEATHER
STEAGER, STEVEN
STEFFES, TODD
STEIER, JOHN
STEPHENS, MICHELLE
STERBA, FAE
STERNBERG, PAXTON
STERNS, REGINA
STESKAL, HEIDI
STEVENS, DEVON
STEVENS, JAIME
STEWART, CHRISTI
STEWART, JERMAINE
STITNICKY, ANDREW
STORK, MARY
STRICKLIN, SYDNEY
STRUNK, RANDALL
STUART, STEVEN
STUART, TAMMY
SULLIVAN, DUANE

SULLIVAN, WILLIAM
SUM, ASHLEY
SUNDELL, JODY
SUTTLES, DARRIN
SUTTON, CHARLES
SWANSON, JANELLE
SWANSON, MATTHEW
SWAY, AMANDA
SWEET, JULIE
SWIRCZEK, HOLLY
SYREK, ABBIE
TABATABAI, BEVERLY
TAMAYO, ANTHONY
TAYLOR, JACALYN
TAYLOR, LAURA
TAYLOR, MARANDA
TERPSTRA, FREEDOM
THIEL, CARRI
THOMA, THERESA
THOMAS, SHARI
THOMPSON, DEVON
THOMPSON, SHELLEY
THOMS, JANA
THOMSEN, LARAIN
THORBERG, KYLE
TIBBLES, KIRK
TIERNEY, JANELLE
TODD, DOUGLAS
TOEBBEN, JENNIFER
TOMOSER, JULIE
TOUCHSTONE, JAYCIE
TRADER, JOSEPH
TRAN, STEVEN
TRAPP, THOMAS
TROIA, CANDICE
TROSHYNSKI, JASON
TUCKER, JENNIFER
TURCO, KEVIN
TURNER, SANDRA
TYLER, SHERRI
UGLAND, SHARON
ULLSPERGER, SARAH
ULRICH, ANDREW
VACANTI, COURTNEY
VAIDA, RACHEL
VALDEZ, ANTHONY
VAN MOORLEGHEM, DENNIS
VANDEVEER, JEANETTE
VENUTO, BRYN
VERMEER-KESICK, ZACHARY
VILLWOK, CALEB
VINCENT, ALYSHA
VINCKIER, MELISSA
VINT, GEORGIANNA
VITTETOE, JONI
VO, TU ANH
VOCELKA, JAMES
VOCELKA, SUSAN
VOGTMAN, DAVID
VON DOLLEN, LINDA
VONTERSCH, MARGARET
VOYCHESKE, CHRISTINA
VOYLES, LISA
VUKOV, MARK
WACHNER, SUSAN
WADZINSKI, PAUL
WALFORD, JANE
WALKER, KAIL
WALKOWIAK, TAIJA
WALLMAN, BETH
WALSH, PATRICK
WALTER, RICKY
WALZ, JOHN
WALZ, LYNNE
WARNKE, DIANE
WAX, BRENT
WAXBERG, JENNIFER
WEAVER, LAURA
WEEDER, TERESA
WEHNER, THERESE
WEHNER JACOBSON, KRISTEN
WEIMER, LACEY
WEINERT, CATHERINE
WEISE, JEANA
WELCH, WENDY
WENTZ, MELODY
WERTHEIM, ANDREW
WESTERHAUS, JOSEPH
WESTERLIN, DIXIE
WETZEL, THOMAS
WHISLER, TAWNI
WICHMAN, CONNIE
WICKSTROM, KATHERINE
WIESE, PATRICIA
WILHELM, CHARLES
WILHELM, CHERYL
WILHELM, JEREMY
WILLEY, DAMIAN
WILLIAMS, DEBORAH
WILLIAMS, JENNIFER
WILLIAMS, ROSEMARY
WILSON, CHRISTOPHER
WILSON, JILL
WILSON, JULIE
WILSON, LINDA
WINGE, MOLLY
WINTERS, NICOLE
WISEMAN, ROBERT
WISNIEWSKI, MELISSA
WITT, BRADLEY
WOLF, STEVEN
WOLTEMATH, ROBERT
WOOD, WARREN
WOODS, ANDREW
WOOSLEY, CARA
WORDEKEMPER, NORMAN
WULF, NICOLE
WURSTNER, JACQUELINE
XAYAVONG, PETERSON
YEAGER, BRIAN
YOST, ANTON
YOUNG, JASON
YOUNG, MARY
YOUNG, SCOTT
ZACH, MARGARET
ZACH, TREVOR
ZACKS, STEVEN
ZAHM, AMANDA
ZAW, MOE
ZERSE, GERALDINE
ZIMMERMAN, LISA
ZORN, BARBARA
ZUGER, ALICIA
ZUROSKI, MATTHEW

BATTIATO, DIANE
BAUER, PATRICK
BAUMESTER, KEVIN
BAUMERT, GARY
BEARD, BRIAN
BEATON, CHRISTOPHER
BEBERWYK, DAVID
BECK, BREE
BECK, KIRSTEN
BECKMAN, KENNETH
BECKNER, HEIDI
BEHM, CHANDLER
BEHM, MARTHA
BEHRENS, REVE
BEISHEIM, KIMBERLY
BELLINO, KARA
BENNETT, JENNIFER
BENSON, BRANDON
BERGMAN, MAYCE
BERGMANN, SCOTT
BERKE, DANIELLE
BERRY, JACQUELINE
BESACK, TARA
BEST, BRIAN
BETHEL, KATHRYN
BETTIN, BARBARA
BEYER, AILEEN
BICKFORD, JASON
BICKFORD, KELLI
BIES, BROOKE
BIGLEY, BO
BILLINGSLEY, MARK
BINGHAM, TERESA
BIRNSTIHL, JASON
BITTNER, PATRICIA
BJORK, MICHAEL
BLACKBURN, DEMITRI
BLACKETER, BRANDI
BLACKMAN, CATHERINE
BLANC, JEANNETTE
BLANKENAU, MARK
BLOCKER, TANYA
BLOEMER, AARON
BLOEMER, ARIELLE
BLOOMER, CARRIE
BLOOMQUIST, COLLEEN
BLYTHE, BRENT
BLYTHE, LESA
BOBER, CHRISTOPHER
BOCK, ANDREW
BOE, NANCY
BORSHEIM, VICTORIA
BOWDEN, RYAN
BOWMAN, JESSICA
BOWSMAN, QUINT
BOYCE, DAWN
BOYD, CLINTON
BOYLE, KATHLEEN
BOYLES, JO
BOZAK, LOU
BRABEC, JAMES
BRATETIC, MICHELLE
BRAUN, JAMES
BREED, RANDALL
BRIDGES, TARA
BRIGGS, DIANE
BRIGGS, JOSHUA
BRIGGS, KALI
BRILEY, ADAM
BRODERS, CARRIE
BROTZKI, MICHELLE
BROWN, BRADLY
BROWN, DANIELLE
BROWN, EMILY
BROWN, JUSTIN
BROWN, KIRSTIN
BRUTSCHE, TIMOTHY
BRYANT, SIENNA
BUCKLEY, MICHAEL
BUI, LINH
BULLINGTON, SERINA
BUNDREN, JOSHUA
BUNTEMEYER, MINDY
BURKE, TIMOTHY
BURKLE, RONALD
BURKLE, SHERYL
BURNEY, CHARLES
BURNS, ALISON
BURT, PATRICK
BUSCHER, KELLY
BYRNES, MARY
CABRAL, MARY
CAIN, KATHLEEN
CALDWELL, TIMOTHY
CAMERON, CHRISTINE
CAMPBELL, JONATHAN
CANIGLIA, CORY
CAP, MITCHELL
CARLIN, BRIAN
CARLSON, DEBRA
CARLSON, EMMA
CARLSON, MARJORIE
CARPER, CAROLYN
CARPER, MATTHEW
CARR, DEANNE
CARROLL, RANDY
CASE, BAMBI
CAVANAUGH, ANDREA
CERIO, JENNIFER
CERONE, MARY
CHAPMAN, MARY
CHEDEL, AJ
CHEREK, ANGELA
CHISHOLM, SCOTT
CHRISTENSEN, JEFFREY
CHRISTENSEN, KELLIE
CHRISTIAN, CARL
CHURCH, MELISSA
CIOCHON, MARK
CIOCHON-LICHTER, LINDA
CLARK, CASEY
CLARK, LESLEY
CLARK, PAMELA
CLARK, SANDRA
CLEVELAND, JUDITH
CLOYD, JUSTIN
CLURE, CARRIE
CLUXTON, MYA
COHEN, ANNE
COHEN, ALAN
COHEN, ALAN
COHEN, MARTIN
COLE, CAROL
COMMERS, PAULA
COMPTON, TYSON
CONE, TAYLOR
CONOVER, LISA
CONWAY, MARIANNE
COOPER, TABITHA
COOVER, DAVID

ARRASMITH, LYNETTE
BURFORD, JUDITH
CARPENTER, LINDA
CIRCO, MATTHEW
DOESCHOT, MELANIE
JAMESON, JONATHAN
JOHNSON, HAROLD
LEGGE, SURESHA
MALEY, MICHAEL
MALOY, SHAWN
MAY, ANGELA
MCDONALD, KATHLEEN
MEYER, TRUDY
NOTT, HAROLD
PUTNAM, ANNE
RIEDMANN, COLEEN
ROSSETER, SEAN
ROXBURGH, LYNNETTE
SMITH, DAKOTAH
STANDER, PAMELA
STOCK, DAWN
THOMAS, BRIAN

BECK, SANDRA
BROWN, AUSTIN
BROWN, MARCUS
BULLARD-HANIKA, HEATHER
COENEN, DENICE
DALY, SHERRI
DEPREZ, BRIAN
DEPREZ, NICOLE
EDWARDS, RICHARD
FAGAN, KYLE
FREEMAN, ALICE
FULLER, CORY
IWANSKY, AMANDA
JANSEN, FAITH
KARLOFF, JILL
KELEEKAI, EUPHEMIA
KELLY, JULIE
KLUTHE, RYANN
LEESLEY, DEVON
LEESLEY, CHRISTY
LICHTER, PATRICK
MAL, ANSHU
MATTHEWS, ELIZABETH
MORRISON, JAMES
OSTER, ANDREA
POLINSKY, MARIA
RASMUSSEN, PAMELA
RENSCH, MARI
RINGLE, LORI
SCIARA, JOHN
SVENDGARD, TRAVIS
THIEL, ANGELA
THOMPSON, PATRICIA
WELLSANDT, JOANN
WEMPEN, MARCY

BLACKMON, MICHAEL
BLISS, LISA
BUNDE, CARMEN
BURKHARDT, TRACY
DOLE, LYNETTE
FOREHEAD, CYNTHIA
FRAZELL, KATHERINE
GRIMES, SHARON
KESICK, CAROLYN
KNUDSEN, J. SCOTT
KOTTICH, PAUL
LOPEZ, KIM
PRUITT, TERRI
RIDDLE, NICOLE
ROHWER, JOHN
SIMON, SCOTT
STORY, MICHAEL
TONN, AMANDA

AARHUS, LYNN
ABBOUD, MARK
ABRAHAM, PHILIP
ADAMS, MARANDA
ADDISON, DEBORAH
AHLSTROM, GERTRUDE
AHLVERS, RAQUEL
ALBERTS, KILEY
ALBERTS, MARLA
ALEXANDER, IVY
ALLEN, EARL
AMOURA, JO ANNE
AMOURA, MEDHET
ANDERSEN, TIFFANY
ANDERSON, ANGELINA
ANDERSON, BRENDA
ANDERSON, CARLY
ANDERSON, DAVID
ANDERSON, JAYCE
ANDRADE, MARIA
ANDRESEN, DELTEN
ANDREW, CYNTHIA
ANDREWS, LISA
ANDRLIK, ROXANNE
ANSON, KALEEN
APPLEGET, ELIOT
ARENDS, OLIVIA
ARRICK, JASON
ASKVIG, KIMBERLY
ATKINSON, BILLIE
AVARD, TERI
BACON, ANGELA
BAKHIT, JULIA
BALLARD, SARA
BALLUE, LISA
BANIYA, SUBASH
BARAGER, KELLI
BARATTA, SANDRA
BARGES, MICHAEL
BARONE, CHRISTOPHER
BARR, NANCY
BARRERA, MARTHA
BARRERA, OSCAR
BARRETT, GREGORY
BARRETT, KATHRYN
BARTALINI, NICOLE
BARTLETT, MARIE
BARTLING, JILL

CAPITOL CLUB ($250)

SENATOR'S CLUB ($150)

CLUB 100 ($100)

FAIR SHARE ($50)

SWANSON, WILLIAM

$1 - A - DAY ($365)



must be able to withstand the stress of highway transport. A study 

by FEMA found that modular homes withstood the wind and water from 

Hurricane Andrew better than most other homes in the area. They take 

less time to construct than site-built homes, are more energy-efficient, 

and generally cost less.

Manufactured Homes

         The term “manufactured home” is the most recent label for what 

were once called “mobile homes” or “trailers.” They are relatively 

inexpensive, small, and are held to less stringent standards than modular 

and site-built homes. Their obvious advantages are their mobility and 

affordability, factors that allow buyers to make home purchases without 

a serious monetary or geographical commitment. They are available in 

three sizes that escalate as follows: “single-wide,” “double-wide” and 

“triple-wide.” In addition, manufactured homes:

     Conform only to Housing and Urban Development (HUD) code. Some  

     homes contain a red tag that confirms that the unit was     

     manufactured in compliance with this code;

     Are inspected, but do not have to be structurally approved by an   

     inspector;

     Are manufactured in sections at factories;

     Are never more than one story;

     Do not have a permanent or conventional foundation; 

     Tend to lose value over time because they are difficult to expand or   

     improve;

     Are transported to the site on their own wheels;  

     Are transported on steel chassis that are never removed;   

     Are often placed on property owned by others, such as public land      

     that is leased by the homeowner;

     Are treated as a separate lending category from modular and on-site      

     built homes; and 

     Are rarely custom-designed. The buyer can choose from homes that      

     have already been built and receive it within days.

        Despite their manufacturing process, modular homes are essentially 

the same as homes that are built on-site. They are treated the same 

under the law, and their basic structural features are almost 

indistinguishable from site-built homes, once assembled. Manufactured 

homes are relatively small, inexpensive, mobile residences that require a 

smaller commitment than is required by modular and site-built homes. 

It is important to understand the differences between these home types 

in order to reduce the influence of stigmas, misrepresentation.

        While the terms “modular home” and “manufactured home” refer to 

two very different things, they are sometimes used interchangeably. 

Perhaps some of this confusion stems from the fact that modular homes 

are, in fact, manufactured (“manufactured” might be an unfortunate 

label.) Also, traditional “site-built” homes are not necessarily better than 

modular homes, despite the stigma associated with their assembly-line 

origin. There have been cases where Realtors and builders of 

manufactured homes have misrepresented manufactured homes as 

modular homes, and buyers were not informed enough to know the 

difference. Everyone (especially inspectors, who make their living 

examining residences) should understand the distinguishing features of 

these two types of houses.

Modular Homes

          Modular homes are residences constructed entirely in factories and 

transported to their sites on flatbed trucks. They are built under 

controlled conditions, and must meet strict quality-control requirements 

before they are delivered. They arrive as block segments and are neatly 

assembled, using cranes, into homes that are almost indistinguishable 

from comparable ones built on-site. Wind and rain do not cause 

construction delays or warp building materials. In addition, modular 

homes:

     Must conform to the same local, state and regional building codes as  

     homes built on-site;

     Are treated the same by banks as homes built on-site. They are easily    

     refinanced, for example;

     Follow the same market trends as site-built houses;

     Must be structurally approved by inspectors;

     Can be of any size, although the block sections from which they are   

     assembled are uniformly sized;

     Are often more basic than homes built on-site, but they tend to be   

     sturdier;

     Are highly customizable. Design is usually decided by the buyer   

     before construction has begun; and 

     Generally take eight to 14 weeks to construct. Differing from a   

     site-built home, the foundation can be dug at the same time that the     

     house is being constructed.

     Proponents of modular homes claim that their indoor, 

environmentally controlled construction affords them greater strength 

and resilience than homes built on-site. They also tend to be constructed 

using more precise building techniques and with more building material 

than comparable site-built residences. One reason for this is that they 

AFFILIATE SPOTLIGHT PRESENTS

John Harrison
Bluffs Inspection Service

MODULAR VS.
MANUFACTURED HOMES

AFFILIATE SPOTLIGHT



Simplifying  
REALTOR® Lives 
Since 2001

8420 W Dodge Rd 
Suite 113, Omaha 
402-991-5153
mtg-specialists.com

Brent Rasmussen 
Owner | NMLS #5918 

CMC, CRMS, CDLP, CVLS, CMA

Driven. Trusted. Reliable.

Nebraska & Western Iowa’s #1 Most Trusted Name 
in Residential & Commercial Property Inspections

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED • SATURDAY INSPECTIONS AVAILABLE

Beginning in 2024, alongside 
our detailed home inspection 
reports, we now offer a valuable 
resource for homeowners and 
home-buyers -  a free checklist 
guide to identifying and 
addressing energy-wasting issues 
in your property.

This checklist includes potential 
problems and when possible 
provides practical solutions to 
help you:
• Save money on your home 

energy bills.
• Boost your home’s overall 

efficiency.
• Reduce your carbon footprint.

We believe that empowering 
our clients with knowledge is 
key. By helping them make 
informed decisions about their 
homes, we’re not just inspecting 
properties; we’re building a more 
sustainable future, one home at a 
time.

As young men, my friends and 
I drove gas-guzzling muscle cars 
that often belched foul-smelling 
exhaust when we pushed them 
hard. My ‘69 GTO was a blast 
to drive, but as I matured I came 
to understand the need for more 
sustainable solutions, both for my 
wallet and our planet.

Just like those powerful cars, 
homes can be energy-hungry 
beasts. At Home Standards, we 
believe that every little bit counts, 
and that’s why we’re taking a 
proactive approach to energy 
efficiency.
Introducing our 
complimentary Energy 
Checklist!

Call today! 402-392-2020  |  HomeStandards.com

The Starfish Effect
Ever heard the “Starfish 
Effect” Story?

On a beach scattered with 
starfish left by a storm, a young 
girl worked tirelessly, throwing 
them back into the sea. An 
older man passing by paused to 
question her efforts, pointing out 
the futility in trying to save so 
many. But, with a starfish gently 
cupped in her hands, she simply 
smiled and replied as she released 
it into the waves, “It makes a 
difference to this one!”

The old man, touched by the 
girl’s simple conviction, found a 
new sense of purpose. From then 
on, whenever he walked the beach, 
he joined in, helping her save the 
starfish, one by one. Their small 
acts of kindness rippled across 
the vast ocean, proving that even 
the smallest deeds could make a 
world of difference.

Like the young girl who saved 

Steve Vacha
President

one starfish at a time, our efforts, 
however small, can have a ripple 
effect. Every homeowner who 
takes action to improve their 
energy efficiency is contributing 
to a greener planet.

It doesn’t matter if you’re a 
seasoned eco-warrior or just 
starting your journey towards 
sustainability. At Home Standards, 
we believe that everyone can 
make a difference.

Note that this Energy Checklist 
will be at the end of our home 
inspection reports for those who 
want this information.

1,000+ Five-Star
Google® Reviews



M E M B E R S H I P  R E P O R T

December Activity MO
YTD

New REALTOR® Members

Resignations

7

24 336

278

Membership (As of December 31) 2023 2022

Designated REALTORS®

REALTOR®

REALTOR® Emeritus

TOTAL REALTORS®

Institute Affiliate

Affiliate Members

Key-Only Affiliates

210

3056

83

3349

74

137

125

66

3248

72

157

137

2986

196

See the full membership report at: OmahaREALTORS.com/membership-report

D E S I G N A T I O N S

C E R T I F I C A T I O N S

Seniors Real Estate Specialist (SRES®)

Luxury Homes Certification (LHC)

Military Relocation Professional (MRP)

- Mike Beacom, Nebraska Realty
- Melissa Riemer, eXp Realty

- Sherryl Longacre, RE/MAX Results

- Josephine Pohl, BHHS Ambassador Real Estate

We are excited to announce

LADAISHA KING
As Diversity Scholarship Committee’s 

Scholarship Recipient! 

What is the most rewarding part of your job as a REALTOR®?

          Being an agent having the power to help people achieve 

their dreams and goals. 

 

Where did you grow up (if not from the Omaha area, what 

were the circumstances that brought you to Omaha and 

how long have you lived here)?

I grew up in Omaha my whole life. 

What did you do before you became a REALTOR®?

When did you get your real estate license and what 

inspired you to become a REALTOR®?

Learn more about the Diversity 

Scholarship Committee at 

omaharealtors.com/diversity.

        Here are a couple things about me: I'm a mother of 

two wonderful children ages five and nine. 

        I have been in the manager role for about eight years at 

Aksarben Cinema. I recently just bought a home two years 

 ago that I absolutely love.

What else would you like us to know about you?

I got my license on 10-25-23. 

        I was inspired by the independence and the flexibility 

especially with me having a family. Last but not least 

growing opportunities.

 

 

 

          Prior to working for Nebraska Realty, I was the general 

manager of Aksarben Cinema for over eleven years.

JOIN A NURTURING COMMUNITY 
DEDICATED TO HELPING YOUNG, 

AMBITIOUS PROFESSIONALS 
GROW PERSONALLY AND 

PROFESSIONALLY.

 
OABR BOARD ROOM

11830 Nicholas St,
Omaha, NE 68154

FEBRUARY
8TH
1:30 PM - 3:00 PM

Next meeting:
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EMPOWERING CONNECTIONS 
AND COMMUNITY IMPACT 
UNLOCKING WONDERLAND: 
A NIGHT AT ALICE'S SPEAKEASY

OMAHA CHAPTER WCR

SARINA 
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CALI
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First Vice President

SAM
HAMRICK

Treasurer

AMY
DRITLEY

Membership Director

ANGIE
THIEL

Events Director

2024 Board of Directors
facebook.com/WCROmaha@WCROmaha

        On Thursday, January 18th, We stepped into a world of 

enchantment at Alice's Speakeasy, where the Women's Council of 

REALTORS® hosted

a private networking party. Thanks to our sponsors, Charter 

West-Rochelle Eigsti,

        Farm Bureau-Debbie Williams, Centris, West Mortgage Group, 

Neilan Strategy Group, and Veridian, our membership and guests 

were immersed in an Alice in Wonderland vibe, sipping on signature 

drinks while engaging in enriching conversations with both current 

and new members. It was an evening of networking that transcends 

the ordinary and was a truly unforgettable experience.

        We are very proud to announce that we're well on our way to 

achieving our goal of engaging 25% of our membership in our board 

and project teams. The wheels are in motion for a year brimming 

with valuable content and engaging events. Elevate your experience 

with the Women's Council by actively participating in initiatives that 

empower and shape the future of our community and help your 

develop yourself as a leader in our industry.

        In addition to great networking opportunities, our commitment 

to community impact is unwavering. At the event in January, we also 

announced our 2024 Charity Partner. This year, we have elected to 

support Abide Omaha, an organization dedicated to revitalizing the 

inner city one neighborhood at a time. Visit abideomaha.org to learn 

more about their mission. We will provide opportunities to support 

their cause by engaging with them at monthly meetings and special 

events throughout the year. Let's raise awareness together and make 

a meaningful difference in the lives of those in need.

        Join us at the upcoming RPAC breakfast where we delve into the 

vital importance of investing in RPAC. Explore how 

supporting realtor-friendly candidates and legislation safeguards 

property ownership rights. It's a chance to understand the power of 

collective advocacy and contribute to shaping a real estate 

landscape that champions your interests. In fact, did you know it 

was RPAC who helped fight the fight to get electronic signatures 

approved over in person Notary requirements? It was a game 

changer for how we do business-and that’s just one of many 

victories on the list!

        Next- mark your calendars and dust off those retro outfits 

because on March 27, we’re bringing back the music bingo event– 

“Music Through the Years.” Get ready to groove through the 

decades, as our DJ spins tunes that transcend time. It’s more than 

just a bingo game; it’s a musical journey that promises fun, 

laughter, and a chance to showcase your favorite era’s style. So, save 

the date, rally your friends, and start planning your costumes for a 

night of nostalgia and celebration. Watch your email and our social 

media pages for more details! Let’s make March 27 a memorable 

evening filled with great tunes, good company, and perhaps a few 

surprises along the way!

        In the spirit of unity and empowerment, the Women's Council 

invites you to be part of a year filled with inspiration, connection, 

and positive change. Together, we can create a community where 

each woman's voice is heard, valued, and contributes to a brighter 

future for themselves and our industry.

-Sarina McNeel, President

Please Join Us for our upcoming events:

What:   Take the Leap Into RPAC Investment 

When:  Thursday, February 29th, 9-11am 

Where: Champions Run, 13800 Eagle Run Dr

What:   Music Bingo- Music Through the Years 

When:  Wednesday, March 27th, 4:30- 9pm 

Where: St Robert’s Bellarmine Church 11802 Pacific St
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was busy and had work to do, but he 

persisted. He asked her out to dinner. She 

eventually agreed. After they had dinner, 

the bill came and Leonard realized he didn’t 

have enough money to cover it, so Arlyne 

paid the bill. “I would sometimes playfully 

tease him about that over the course of our 

50-year marriage,” she said.

        Leonard was an only child who lost his 

mom when he was 12. His father sent him to 

military school, so he didn’t grow up with a 

typical family dynamic. Family was the one 

thing that he valued above all else. Kurt 

recalls many happy Christmases and family 

camping trips to Yellowstone. His father 

prized family time.

        Kurt described his mother as the 

family’s matriarch, a leader ahead of her 

time; she was the first in the family to earn 

her real estate license back when real estate 

was very much a boy’s club. It didn’t deter 

her. After they moved to Omaha, she earned 

her license and then convinced her 

husband to earn his license, too. Leonard 

previously worked as a radio announcer and 

as a traveling salesman. Real estate  

        Lauren Bacall & Humphrey Bogart. 

John and Abigail Adams. Beyoncé & Jay-Z. 

The world has seen its fair share of great 

American power couples. Leonard & Arlyne 

Geschwender were the “it” couple of 

Omaha real estate, leaving their mark on 

the industry while raising a family, 

remaining blissfully in love for half a 

century. 

        For Leonard, 1979 OABR Past President, 

and his wife Arlyne, 1986 OABR Past 

President, real estate was a family affair; 

according to their son, Kurt Geschwender, 

who, with his two siblings, set out on a path 

in an industry his parents revolutionized. 

        It all began shortly after World War II 

when Leonard returned home after the war. 

The Navy veteran came across an ad for a 

job. Little did he know that job would lead 

him to the love of his life, Arlyne. Ever the 

trailblazer, the future Mrs.Geschwender had 

started her own call center in Minneapolis in 

1946 and placed an ad for a job at her small 

business. Leonard thought Arlyne was cute, 

so he lingered, waiting to make his move. 

She tried to shoo him away because she  
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was now the family business. The 

Geshwenders started their firm in their 

basement.

        Arlyne was determined to level the 

playing field in an industry that was openly 

hostile towards women trying to enter it. 

She started a real estate school, forming 

the Randall School of Real Estate in 1973. 

She had to take on the Nebraska 

Legislature for approval. Many Senators just 

laughed at her. Fortunately, someone 

championed her cause: a Freshman 

Senator, Ernie Chambers, who earned a 

reputation as a champion of the 

underrepresented.

        Kurt said, “My mother was going to 

succeed come hell or high water.” She even 

went on to author a real estate book, which 

was taught in numerous real estate 

schools, including Randall and UNO. Her 

plan worked. More women took real estate 

classes and entered the industry thanks to 

the woman who literally wrote the book on 

real estate.

        She still felt women in real estate 

 

needed more support. She pushed for a 

local Women’s Council chapter and was 

granted permission on a trial basis. Many 

expected her to relent or for the new 

organization to flounder. They 

underestimated her. Toward the end of the 

trial run of the local WCR, she organized a 

local event and invited the Mayor and a 

Nebraska Senator, to whom she presented 

plaques and made them honorary WCR 

members. It would be hard to shut the 

organization down if the Mayor and a 

Senator were members. Arlyne later 

became the National Women’s Council of 

REALTORS® President in 1989.

        As if starting a real estate school wasn’t 

enough, Arlyne decided to buy two acres of 

land and create a subdivision but 

encountered pushback from a surly utility 

Director, who said, “We don’t take orders 

from little ladies.” The real estate 

professional was undeterred. Arylne 

Geschwender wasn’t one to take no for an 

answer. Her subdivision, like her legacy, has 

stood the test of time.

 

       Kurt said, “My parents were good, 

honest, hardworking people and great 

parents. My mom is someone who always 

got things done. My dad was the kindest, 

most honest person I’ve ever met.”

        When Arlyne thinks back on her life 

and career, the spry 98-year-old is filled 

with gratitude. “I’ve been blessed with a 

long life, surrounded by people who care 

about me. The only thing missing is my 

husband, who died too early.”

        The Geschwenders led an honorable 

life. They bravely blazed a path in real 

estate, armed with a deep love for each 

other.

ARLYNE GESCHWENDER
1986 OABR PRESIDENT

LEONARD GESCHWENDER
1979 OABR PRESIDENT
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